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Abstract

The study is carried out within the integration of scientific concepts of domestic and foreign scientists in
the field of cognitive linguistics and linguoculturology and is aimed at identifying the value dominants of
the Greek ethnic group that form the Greek national character and linguistic worldview. Rich material for
the national character study is provided by the cultural language products of its bearer — works of oral
folk art, plots of fiction, ethnographic and cultural descriptions, as well as a paremiological fund.
Paroemias, being linguocultural precedent texts, in concentrated form express information about the given
people culture: they contain meaningful assessments of life; characterize essential moments in history,
traditions, mores and customs of people who speak the corresponding language. Paroemias illustrate the
peculiar way of thinking of the people; allow getting closer to comprehending the naive linguistic picture
of the ethnic group world, which is no less complicated than the scientific or artistic worldview. The
purpose of the paper is such a value of Greek linguistic culture as love of life, which is presented as a
whole frame based on probabilistic comprehension about typical situations and the expected reaction to
these situations. The material for the study consists of 700 paremiological units. As a result of cognitive-
frame modeling, the mental layout of the axiological dominant (“Love of life”) — division into slots and

subslots that form this key concept for Greek linguoculture is presented.
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1. Introduction

Most researchers agree that the worldview emerging in the minds of various cultures’ bearers are
not identical, but are nationally specific, not only because of the difference in geography and living
conditions, but also because of linguistic distinctions, since each language is diverse in dividing objective
reality.

The linguistic worldview contains a person’s idea of the world, prohibitions and attitudes aimed at
the proper behavior of a human in the world, expressed in language. This determines its regulatory role in
human life. It also creates a single “semantic field”, which ensures mutual comprehension between
representatives of the same culture (Postovalova, 1988).

The linguoculturological approach to the study of national character is focused on finding national
characteristics through the analysis of cultural products — oral folk art, literature, art, and philosophy,
produced on the study basis of the paremiological fund of language, folklore, plots of fiction,
ethnographic, and cultural descriptions (Melnikova, 2003). Conceptualization of language pictures of

various languages is a promising area of research in cognitive linguistics.
2. Problem Statement

One of the first attempts to describe the conceptualization of the Greek linguistic worldview of the
world from the standpoint of cultural linguistics can be considered the Chakalova’s PhD thesis (2006) on
the topic “Linguistic representation of the national worldview in a literary text”, in which the author
reveals the features of the Greek national worldview in the worldview of English writers, highlighting the
concepts of “travel” and “hospitality” in the English literary text. Until now, the concepts and frames of
the Greek language worldview, isolated on the Greek language material itself, have not been the research
questions. The urgent need to develop the concept of “Greek worldview” is explained by the insufficient
scientific description of language means expressing the national specificity of the Greek ethnic group,

which has predetermined the formulation of the research problem.

3. Research Questions

The research question is the mechanism of conceptualization and fixation of the Greek national
worldview in ethno-specific proverbs of the Greek language, which involves consideration of the
following issues:

i.  present the content of the linguocultural frame “Love of life” through the analysis of
frame structures based on paremiological units;
ii. describe the cultural and national specifics of the Greek language worldview in

conclusions.

243


http://dx.doi.org/

https://doi.org/10.15405/epsbs.2022.11.33

Corresponding Author: Zarina Ashotovna Faramazyan

Selection and peer-review under responsibility of the Organizing Committee of the conference
elSSN: 2357-1330

4. Purpose of the Study

The purpose of the paper is cognitive-frame modeling of such a value dominant of the Greek
national character as “Love of life” on the material of lexical means (paremiological units) that form and

describe the Greek language worldview.
5. Research Methods

In the course of the study, about 700 paremiological units that objectify such a valuable dominant
of the Greek national character as love of life have been selected and analyzed by the continuous
sampling method from three authoritative paremiological dictionaries. The method of cognitive-frame
modeling is applied to systematize the analyzed material. The given method consists in the fact that some
comprehension is presented in a structured frame, including slots and subslots, and allows us to more

clearly reveal the hierarchy of values of the studied ethnic group.
6. Findings

The analyzed material made it possible to conclude that the “Love of life” frame in the Greek
language worldview contains information about the representatives’ attitude of the Greek ethnic group to

life and is introduced by the following slots: “Optimism”, “Love of freedom”, “Faith in God.”
6.1. “Optimism” slot

In the dictionary Ag&ikd g véag eAAnvikng yiAdooag (ed. by Mroapmwvintng) optimism/
awotodoéio has the following meanings: 1) tendency to see the good in everything and to hope for a
favorable development of events; 2) philosophical position, which consists in the belief that good will
triumph over evil, virtue will crow over, and the world, society, and life are moving in a positive direction
(Babiniotis, 2002)

Optimism implies a positive attitude towards life, reflecting faith and hope for a positive or desired
outcome of any events. This is a person’s tendency to see and emphasize the positive aspects of life and
not become discouraged due to troubles.

Paroemias representing the “Optimism” slot are classified into two subslots:

1) Subslot “Positive attitude to the present”

One of the definitions of optimism/aiciodo&ia is the tendency to see the favorable side of
everything (Babiniotis, 2002), that is, a positive attitude towards the present.

The positive attitude of the Greek to the present is manifested in sincere joy from every day lived:
Mua koA pépa okendlet Evav kakd pve — One good day covers one bad month.

In his thinking, there is a conviction that life is beautiful in all its manifestations:

AvBpone, okéyov Kot denoe ta mdon kot o pion, yori 6to Bévoato umpootd eipocte OAot icot —
Man, think and leave all pains and hates, because we are all equal in the face of death.

Kot pe ta i Bacava mait n Lo yAvkid eivar. — And even with a lot of torment, life has its

charm (Smyrniotaki & Ios, 1993)
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Paroemias of the given group represent a positive attitude towards life through the opposition of
“yeddw/laugh — kKhaiw/cry.” In contrast to the stereotype of a Russian person thinking, which consists in
the judgment “if you laugh a lot in the morning, then you will cry in the evening”, then in the view of the
Greek, on the contrary, laughter brings laughter, and even troubles should be met with laughter and a
smile. For instance:

‘Onotog KAoiel TETOOV KOGHO, LOVO Ta LATLo. ToL YoAdet — Who cries in this world, only spoils his
eyes.

‘Omotog dev yehdoel To Tpmi 00T T0 peonuépt yeadet — He who does not laugh in the morning, he
does not laugh in the afternoon.

Av dev yeldoelg To mpwi, unv kaptepeis to fpadv — If you don't laugh in the morning, don’t wait
for the evening.

Av yeldg 0tav e dEépvovv, moté dev Ba og Eavadeipovv — If you laugh when you get hit, you will
never be beaten (Natsouli, 2011).

A positive attitude to the present is also determined by the ability to calmly relate to difficulties
and believe that in the end everything will be fine anyway. For example:

Mnyv melg moté mog eiv apyd ki av xounAd “yeig méoel — Never say it's too late, no matter how
difficult the situation is.

Omotog viyeton ot mpdTn fovtnéid, mévta mviypévog Ba eivar — He who drowns on the first dive
will always go under.

Av 8¢ dodue ta yepoTEpPa, dev Tyovue tao kaddtepa — If we don’t see the worst, we won’t
appreciate the best.

Ké&Be epmddio yuo kard — Every obstacle is for the best (Smyrniotaki & los, 1993).

Life difficulties and turmoil concretize such lexemes as méptw/ fall down, mviyopor/ drown,
katieopog/ fall, descent, eumdd0/ obstacle, yov/ snow, cold. Life itself is presented in the form of
oppositions kati@opoc/ fall, descent — avneopog/ ascent, ta xeipdtepo/ the worst — o KaAvtepa/the best,
nevertheless, there is a conviction in the positive outcome of any problem in PE:

Agv vrdpyet x1ovL ToL Vo unv Mmvel pe tov Ao — There is no snow that does not melt when the
sun comes out.

‘Omotog aépog kat av euodet, o porog aAéfet — No matter how the wind blows, the mill will work
(Fragas, 2015).

2) Subslot “Hope”

Hope is associated with optimism as positive expectation of future events: the tendency to expect
and hope for a favorable and positive development of events (Manolis Triantaphyllides Foundation,
1998). It should be noted that optimism may refer to the present and the past, while hope refers to the
future. Hope is a special form of optimism, its component. From the point of view of an everyman, the
antonym of optimism is pessimism, and hope is hopelessness, which is accompanied by fear. It is
believed that hope is more emotional than optimism.

The conviction that “hope dies last” can be traced both in Russian and Greek paremiology:

‘Oco vrapyet Lon, vrapyet ekmida — As long as there is life, there is hope.

Zeotaivetol pe Tig eEATideg Ko Bappel mov Eyel yodva — Hope warms a person like fur.
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In PE, life’s difficulties are presented by comparison with unpleasant natural phenomena —
Bapvyeywvid/ harsh winter, cuovvepud/ cloudiness, bad weather, and hope is metaphorically presented as
something warming and radiating light: koAoxopid/ summer, warm weather, Eaotepud/ starry sky:

H Bapuyepovid o pépet kar karokaptd — Cold winter is followed by summer.

H cvvvepid Ba pépet kot Enotepid — When the clouds clear, the stars appear.

Hope is also associated with patience and the ability to wait, therefore it is compared to a seed
planted, which takes time and patience to grow and bear fruit:

Yy YAGoTpo TG vopovig euteya TNy eAmtida — I planted hope in a pot of patience (Natsouli,
2011).

The PE presented in the given slot objectify such conceptual features of the “Love of Life” frame

as 1) positive attitude towards the present, 2) ability to treat life with humor, meet troubles with a smile,

and 3) hope for a brighter future and overcoming any obstacles.

6.2. “Love of freedom” slot

Love of freedom is the desire for freedom and independence. Synonyms of the given lexeme are
free-thinking, willfulness, and independence (Kartaslov, 2009)

Passionate love of freedom of the Greeks as a manifestation of love for life is closely connected
with such a significant feature of their mentality as an extremely developed self-esteem.

The figurative component of “freedom” is syncretic images of wind, sea, bird, horse, open space,
flight, breathing, etc. For example:

BydAe to yolwépt am’to droyo, av 0élelg va pber tpdo — Take the bridle off your horse if you
want it to come first.

KdéAio ghedbepo movi, mapd Aoviapt 6to kKhovPi— Better a free bird than a caged lion.

KoAvtepa ehebbepo movl, mapd oxkidfog Paciiidg — Better to be a free bird than a king in
bondage.

Koalotepa v ayvavtevelg on'to fouvo, mapd pesd amd ) euiakn — It is better to look into the
distance from a mountain than from a prison (Natsouli, 2011).

The conceptual component of “love of freedom” includes such conceptual features as the ability to
act as one wishes, the absence of restrictions, the opposition of bondage, slavery, imprisonment, and
captivity.

The love of freedom of the Greek is manifested in the rejection of power in any of its
manifestations: he does not tolerate bosses and orders; he scorns the obsequious attitude towards
authorities. This is reflected in the following PEs:

Apyovtog Kot dtéforog, adépera 6idvpa — The ruler and the devil are twin brothers.

Avo dAhoya oto 1610 oy vi dev kdvovy — Two horses can’t fit in one pound.

Ortav givar 0o mhoiapyot, avoarodoyvpilovv to kapdft — Two captains on a ship — and it goes to
the bottom.

IToAAOL pdryetpot poli, o yokdve o @ai — Many cooks spoil food together.

Ta moAAG KovpavTo, TO KapapPt e tnv mdvta — Many orders and the ship goes down.

H mpoctoyn cov Adyava kot 0 optopdg 6ov ayyovpto — Your orders mean nothing to me.
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Av mpookvvioelg apyovta, Os v apvnbeig to @ed cov — If you worship your boss, you will deny
your God (Smyrniotaki & Tos, 1993).

In the presented PEs, the concept of power is objectified by lexemes dpyovtog/ chief, kepdiv/
head, mholapyoc/ ship captain, xovpdvto/ crew, mpootayry/ decree, opiouds/ order, dictate, and its
rejection — verbs with the meaning of destruction: BovMdalw/ drown, avamodoyvpilw/ turn upside down,
xaAdw/ destroy, demolish.

The most frequent unit in the series of presented PEs is the lexeme xapdaBv ship. The ship for
Greece as a maritime power is a symbol of freedom. It demonstrates a craving for adventure, romance,
interest in unexplored latitudes, the search for a life path, expresses calmness, peace. The ship also
symbolizes life itself, its course, and the fact that “there is no place for two captains on one ship” means
that the Greek strives to be the sole master of his life. This is how he understands personal freedom.

Love of freedom also implies the rejection of any kind of violence objectified in paroemias by
lexemes Bia and {opt, receiving a negative assessment:

Bia/ force, violence, coercion:

To mpdrypo mov €yve pe Pia ypnyopa yevva petdvolo — Violence breeds remorse.

H Bia pépver pali e atvyio — Violence breeds unhappiness.

Zo6pv/ violence, coercion

Me 1o £opt T0 GKUAL dev QLAGeL To pavepi — A dog does not forcefully guard the sheep.

To Lopt Balet To Aayd oty Tpdma — Coercion drives the hare down the hole.

The belief that any kind of violence against the free person's will leads to negative consequences
and violates his right to freedom can be traced in the above proverbs.

Freedom is one of the priority life values of the Greek, which is reflected in the following PEs:

IpotyodTepo va gicart eEredBepog Y10¢ PTOYOV, Topd okAGPog mhovstov — It is better to be the free
son of a poor man than the slave of a rich man.

Noa yopetdg aldd vo unv tpookvvag — Salute but don’t worship (Natsouli, 2011).

Three binary oppositions that oppose freedom to lack of freedom in the mind of the Greek are
distinguished on the basis of the presented PEs: freedom-power, freedom-coercion, violence, freedom-

slavery.

6.3. “Faith in God” slot

Greece is an Orthodox country in its culture, history, and religious choice. Modern Greeks
consider themselves heirs of the traditions of Christian Byzantium. 98 % of the country’s population are
Orthodox Christians. The Greek (officially Helladic) Orthodox Church is one of the most influential and
the third largest in terms of the number of believers in the Orthodox world. The Church plays a crucial
role in Greek society, and faith is an integral part of culture.

Faith (in the religious sense) is the belief in the existence of God, the recognition of the religion
dogmas, religious traditions and rituals. Synonyms are belief, faith, confession (Academic.Dic, 2007).

The necessity of faith/ miotn in human life is recognized in the following PEs:

Zav €YOoeg TNV TOTN 6oL, TL AAAO £xelg va yaoelg — If you’ve lost faith then you've got nothing

left to lose.
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Me v miotn Kot Ta fovvd kdmote avtapmdvovtol — Mountains can be moved with faith.

‘Exe miotn oto ®ed kor ag cov Béhovv to kaxd — Have faith in God, even if you wish evil
(Natsouli, 2011).

In these PEs, faith is presented as something that gives some certainty and a system of reference
points, since there is “nothing to lose” without it. It gives the believer peace (you cannot be afraid of
either evil or the enemy), strength (you can move mountains) and hope, and also helps love life.

The love of life in the Greek worldview acquires an additional conceptual sign — “love of God.”
God in the view of the Greek is omnipotent and all-seeing, which is confirmed by the following PEs:

O O&dg Prémet Bouvd kan piyvet y1ovi — God sees mountains and throws snow.

O O&obg apyel, pa dev 1o Anopovel — God may be late, but he never forgets.

To pért tov Be0b PAénet Tavta ko mavtoy — God’s eye sees everything and everywhere.

Xwpig tov @gov PovAn ovte 6T0 Bpdyl TOo TOLVAL — It does not rain without the will of God (Fragas,
2015).

Based on PE, we can highlight the role that God plays in the life of a Greek: he helps (Bonf®),
forgives (cuyywp®), protects (tpootacia, okendlm), bears the truth (aAn0ewn), and punishes (Tyopd):

Omo1og Kavel To aTavpd Tov, £xel 10 Bed Ponb Tov — God helps to the one who prays.

To kepdiL mov ELAdeL 0 Bgdg, 0 KOGHOG dev 10 PAdntel — The world cannot harm a person who is
protected by God.

H aAnfeta givar tov Oeov, 1o wépa tov dtaforov — Truth is from God, lies are from the devil.

‘Onotog kKAEPet to Aad, Tipmpeital and 10 ®ed — The one who robs the people is punished by God.

Agv kpodvel o youvog, dpo tov okendalel o @eo6g — The naked will not freeze if God covers him
(Smyrniotaki & Tos, 1993).

In the paroemia Kotd to podya diver o ®edg 10 kpvo/ God gives cold to everyone according to
their clothes, a conviction is traced that God gives exactly as much as a person can endure, which means
that all trials in life are fair.

Greek love of life can be called Orthodox hedonism, because life love for a Greek is not only to
enjoy life, to “seize the day” and take everything from life, it is also to love the world beauty created by
God, to be a humanist, to steadfastly overcome the difficulties of the present and hope for a better

tomorrow, to live with conscience and honor (piAdtip0), experience love and share it.

7. Conclusion

1. Paroemias represent a persistent idea of an ethnic group about a particular concept. They allow
expanding the means of verbalization of frames from a single word to a sentence. Currently, they are
considered as representatives of the main stable structures of consciousness, acting as a supplementary
way of linguistic representation of the specifics of the conceptualization and categorization of the world.

2. The significance of the frame “Love of life”, which can rightly be called crucial to Greek
linguistic culture, is confirmed by the huge variety of Greek paroemias reflecting the peculiarities of love
of life perception by native speakers of the modern Greek language. The cognitive model of the studied
frame consists of three slots: “Optimism”, “Love of freedom”, “Faith in God”, and containing information

about the most essential dominants of the Greek mentality.
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