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Abstract 
 

This study analyses some aspects of the Chinese government's national policy towards the ethnic minority 
of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region (XUAR) in the 2000s. The object of the study is Uighurs, 
who make up about half of the autonomous region's population, and the subject is the methods and 
specific measures of the central and regional governments in relation to the Turkic-speaking population of 
Xinjiang. Being the largest region of the People's Republic of China, the XUAR region is extremely 
important from the point of view of the energy and raw material base, agricultural, trade and 
infrastructure development and of geopolitical significance. At the same time, it is the most unstable and 
turbulent region of China, where a significant part of the population seeks self-determination based on the 
principles of real and broad national and cultural autonomy. At the same time, some representatives of 
ethnic minorities adhere to the positions of extremism and terrorism. To a certain extent, we can talk 
about the problem of clashes between Chinese and Islamic civilizations. In these circumstances, Beijing's 
policy towards the XUAR has been tightening in recent years. In the second decade of the XXI century, 
the Chinese Government has taken unprecedented measures to implement not only total control and 
surveillance but also re-education camps for unreliable Uighurs. Together, the PRC's policy is aimed at 
assimilating the Uighurs and Sinicizing them. 
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1. Introduction 

Xinjiang is one of the largest and most distinctive national regions of China. Even before the 

emergence of the Qing Empire, Chinese military formations appeared in the north-western part of Central 

Asia, referred to in Chinese sources as the "Western Region"("Xi-yu"). In the middle of the XVIII century 

under the Qianlong Emperor, Dzungaria and Kashgaria were conquered in order to secure the western 

borders. After 1884, when the province of Xinjiang was formed, it was the Sinicization (hanization) of the 

region that became the main vector of the policy of the central authorities. Xinjiang has traditionally been 

characterized by instability (Buyarov, 2015). The Chinese name "Xinjiang", which means "New 

Frontier", fully embodied the expansionist policy of the Chinese empire in the region, where the majority 

of the population was significantly different from the Han in language, culture, religion, traditions and 

customs. Traditionally, Xinjiang was a multi-ethnic region. Dozens of peoples lived here, of which the 

largest were Uyghurs, Kazakhs, Kirghizs, Tatars, Uzbeks, Tajiks, Mongols, Sibo, Manchus, Solons, 

Dungans, and since the beginning of the twentieth century, Russians. In 1933, the Muslim population of 

Xinjiang tried to create a national and the East Turkestan Republic (ETRP) was declared as a state and 

lasted for about a year (Buyarov, 2015). In 1945, a new official proclamation took place. The Congress of 

representatives of the rebels adopted a political program among the main points of which were the 

complete eradication of all tyranny of the Han people, the equality of all nationalities, and the approval of 

the Uyghur script as the state language. In 1949, Xinjiang was occupied by Chinese troops. According to 

official Chinese sources (Xinhua News Agency reports, People's Daily publications), the people of 

Xinjiang enthusiastically welcomed them. But in reality, the Chinese Communists were perceived by a 

significant part of the Muslim population as interventionists. On October 1, 1955, the formation of the 

Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region was officially proclaimed, and it was eventually legislated under 

the Regional National Autonomy Act of the People's Republic of China, adopted in 1984 and 

subsequently updated in 2001 (Bai, 2004). 

The first major Uyghur assimilation campaign began after 1955 and peaked during the Cultural 

Revolution (1966-1976). During Mao Zedong's rule, the focus was on narrowing the gap in the "Marxist-

Leninist class struggle" between the Han majority and ethnic minorities. To achieve this goal, the 

Xinjiang Industrial and Construction Corps was created, which used military labour for economic and 

infrastructure development and the "Big Leap Forward" strategy. These attempts were aimed at national 

minorities, including the Uyghur population, to assimilate them with the Han Chinese. Mao's successor, 

Deng Xiaoping, changed the economic course to encourage economic development and modernization, 

which also meant not only increasing investment in the autonomous regions but also encouraging the 

continued migration of Han Chinese to these regions in order to dilute the ethnic minority living there 

(Clarke, 2013). 

In the 1990s the collapse of the Soviet Union and China's fears of growing separatism in the region 

triggered a second massive assimilation campaign in Xinjiang, which was accompanied by increased 

economic development. Since 1999, a program called "Plan for the Greater Development of the West" 

was implemented, which also provided for the attraction of Han migrants to the XUAR. As a result, 

between one and two million Han Chinese arrived in the XUAR between 1999 and 2009. Naturally, this 
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led to an increase in discontent among the local Turkic-speaking population and further aggravated the 

contradictions between Muslims and Han Chinese in Xinjiang (Clarke, 2013). 

Hu's leadership coincided with an increase in global fear following the events of September 11, 

2001. It was quite natural that Islamophobia also began to grow in the context of the development of 

terrorism. These sentiments were used by Hu Jintao and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) to justify 

their harsh policies against national minorities in the XUAR. It was claimed that separatists and "illegal 

religious activities" associated with Muslim minorities living in Xinjiang are the roots of terrorism 

(Clarke, 2013, p. 123). These views will be used by the next President of China, Xi Jinping, to introduce a 

law that restricts the activities of Uighur Muslims and promotes their assimilation with the majority of the 

Chinese population. 

2. Problem Statement 

China is often considered a "culturally homogeneous nation-state" (Clarke, 2013, p. 123) 

consisting exclusively of the ethnic majority – Chinese (Han). In fact, there are numerous ethnic 

minorities in China who inhabit the regions that became part of China in the XVII-XVIII centuries during 

the creation and expansion of the Qing Empire. 

The ethnic minority that has attracted considerable attention in recent years and that is the subject 

of this study is the Uyghurs, who, along with Kazakhs, Kyrgyz, etc. Turkic-speaking peoples mainly 

inhabit the SUAR. Almost all of Xinjiang's ethnic minorities, which make up more than half of the 

province's population, are Muslim (Buyarov et al., 2016). In order to maintain control over the national 

borderlands, Beijing not only implements economic integration but also encourages Han migration, as 

well as carries out repressive actions under the guise of an official political and legal framework. 

Speaking of cultural and national diversity, the CCP is actually committed to preserving a unitary, tightly 

centralized state that develops in the interests of the titular nation (Clarke, 2013). Thus, one of the main 

vectors of the CPC's national policy is precisely the policy of assimilation of national minorities, and not 

at all the preservation of their ethnocultural identity. 

3. Research Questions 

The main subject of the study is the policy directions of the central government in the Xinjiang 

Uygur Autonomous Region, the regulatory framework of the policy and its methods. The article discusses 

in detail the reasons for Beijing's rather harsh policy towards the autonomous region, including the 

creation of vocational education centres (in fact, they are forced detention camps), total control, and the 

policy of assimilation of Uighurs. All this meets the national interests of the titular nation, the Han 

Chinese, but poses a threat to the ethnic identity of the Turkic-speaking minority. The XUAR also causes 

a natural response from the international community. The chronological framework of the study covers 

the events of the second decade of the XXI century, at the same time, special attention is paid to the rule 

of Xi Jinping. 
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4. Purpose of the Studу 

The purpose of this paper is to analyse the internal policy of the central government of the People's 

Republic of China in relation to the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. Based on this goal, such tasks 

as considering the policy of assimilation of Uyghurs in historical retrospect and describing the main 

methods of assimilation of the ethnic minority in the XUAR in the 2000s are solved. 

5. Research Methods 

This study is based on the principles of structural and functional analysis, as well as a general 

scientific system approach. These principles allow us to consider the national policy of the People's 

Republic of China in the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region as a systemic phenomenon that has causes 

and prerequisites, specifics, and internal dynamics. In turn, the institutional approach makes it possible to 

identify socioeconomic, political, cultural, religious and ethnic factors both in the national movement and 

in the national policy of the state. The principle of historicism provides an opportunity to examine the 

main manifestations of the Uyghur movement, including separatism, and to identify causal links between 

the national movement of an ethnic minority and the national policy of the government as a response. In 

part, this study is interdisciplinary and aims to highlight the historical, political, and international 

dimensions of the Uyghur problem. The principle of objectivity allows us to assess the events in Xinjiang 

in the 2000s well-reasonably and without falsification, based on scientific works of English scientists, 

including Chinese researchers 

6. Findings 

6.1. Political and legal aspects of Beijing's national Policy in the XUAR 

According to the 7th national census, at the end of October 2020, the population of the 

autonomous region reached 25.85 million people, of which 42.24% are Han, and 57.76% are 

representatives of national minorities, including 44.96% are Uighurs. 

Growing tensions and discontent began to manifest themselves in the 1990s when peaceful 

protests began to turn into bloodshed. A major incident occurred on April 5, 1990, in the town of Bazhen, 

near Kashgar, where Uighurs started an uprising, which Beijing had to use regular troops to suppress. In 

the early 1990s, there were about 30 terrorist groups operating in the XUAR, whose main tactics were 

attacks on the Chinese military and police. Acts of intimidation against local authorities were carried out, 

and terrorist attacks on transport were organized. In February 1997 Uyghur Terrorists blew up several 

buses in Urumqi. As a result, 24 Chinese soldiers and 27 civilians were killed. Later, on March 3, several 

explosions were organized and several dozen people were killed, and hundreds were injured. At the end 

of the year, on November 27, three more explosions were staged in Urumqi, killing or injuring 70 more 

people. On July 5, 2009, riots broke out in the capital of XUAR – Urumqi, which lasted for about a week. 

They have become the most widespread in the last fifty years. As a result of clashes between Uighurs and 

Han Chinese, about 200 people were killed and several thousand were injured. 
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In the 2000s Chinese authorities increased the presence of security forces across the region, 

reinforcing Beijing's narrative that Turkic-speaking Muslims pose an ethno-nationalist threat to the 

Chinese state, and that Xinjiang serves as a base for "three forces of evil": separatism, terrorism, and 

extremism. But the Chinese government not only began to fight the terrorist threat from within but also to 

limit the national identity of the Uighurs (Finnegan, 2020). 

In 2014, the Chinese government launched a "Campaign against Serious Criminal Elements"("Y 

ānlì dà jīyán zhōngxīn shì fànzuì huódòng") or Strike Hard ("Strike Hard") in Xinjiang after high-profile 

attacks carried out by Turkic Muslims in XUAR and at the railway station in Kunming in Yunnan 

Province (Millward, 2019). Of course, this policy was aimed at the Uyghur minority (Li, 2016). In mid-

2014, the XUAR government demanded that Turkic migrants staying in Urumqi and other cities be 

returned to their native rural localities for the alleged purpose of obtaining a new identity card – the 

People's Convenience Card. As a result, most of them were denied these documents at home, which 

prevented them from returning to work in the cities. 

Under the leadership of current Chinese President Xi Jinping, stricter security laws were put in 

place, as it was claimed that China was also exposed to growing threats to national security in the form of 

terrorist attacks. The CCP has taken advantage of the rise of global terrorism to label China's Muslim 

minorities, particularly Uighurs, as the source of these "terrorist" threats. Back in 1993, China passed a 

National security law to protect against "external" influences, such as intelligence leaks or espionage. But 

in 2015, All-China the Assembly of People's Representatives adopted a new Law on National Security 

(Cai, 2017). This law is aimed at what the CCP has declared to be internal threats to China's national 

security, including the activities of the Uighur minority. This reorientation of national security concerns 

from external to internal threats in legislation illustrates the increasing crackdown on the activities of 

Muslim minorities in China in recent years. Article 2 of the new Law on National Security defines 

"national security" as: 

 

A status in which the regime, sovereignty, unity, territorial integrity, people's welfare, 

sustainable development of the country's national security, economic and social development 

and other core interests of the State are relatively free from any danger or threat from inside or 

outside, and the ability to maintain a permanent security status. (Cai, 2017, pp. 78-80). 

 

This formulation allows us to interpret it very broadly. 

Also in 2015, The National People's Congress of China adopted the Anti-Terrorism Law and the 

Ninth Amendment to the Criminal Code, and the Supreme People's Procuratorate, together with the 

Supreme People's Court, the Ministry of Public Security and the Ministry of Justice, issued guidelines in 

2018 on the application of the law in cases involving terrorism and extremism, which clarified the 

definitions of terrorism-related crimes, conviction criteria, Together with the criminal procedure law, 

these laws and regulations have formed the basis for China's relatively solid legal framework for 

combating terrorism (Shohrat, 2018). These laws were also supplemented by legal norms at the level of 

the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. 
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In 2016, Chen Quanguo, who previously led the Tibet Autonomous Region, was appointed as the 

new head of the XUAR CPC Party Committee. In his previous position, Chen was quite tough on 

Tibetans who defended their rights to land and access to Tibetan-language education in schools. Some of 

the methods he began to use in Xinjiang, including increased surveillance, as well as forcing religious 

citizens into political education, were developed in Tibet. 

In general, it should be recognized that since Xi Jinping came to power in 2013, the Chinese 

government has adopted a strict policy of assimilation in ethnic minority regions, increasingly insisting 

on "Sinicization". Such a course is necessary for the central and regional governments to curb the growth 

of separatism and more active economic use of the region. At the same time, China does not officially 

speak about the use of force in national politics. XUAR Prime Minister Shohrat Zakir stated in October 

2018: that China is "effectively curbing religious terrorism" extremism has also laid a good foundation for 

fully addressing the deep-rooted problems that affect the long-term stability of the region (Shohrat, 2018). 

In reality, officials and law enforcement agencies are taking quite tough measures to stabilize the situation 

and organize the autonomous region, including total surveillance, re-education camps, and comprehensive 

cultural assimilation. 

6.2. Vocational education centres 

Today, most of the population of Xinjiang still has a much lower command of the state Chinese 

language, is characterized by an insufficient level of education, sometimes legal illiteracy and low 

professional qualifications, which is due to a complex of socio-economic problems. In this direction, the 

Chinese authorities began to implement a course on mastering three and getting rid of one – mastering the 

common language – Putonghua, legal literacy, professional skills and getting rid of radical sentiments. In 

2017, special facilities were created in the XUAR camps for the re-education and socialization of 

unreliable citizens. In the People's Republic of China, they became known as centres of training, 

professional retraining, etc., and abroad as internment camps for Uighurs. The placement of 

representatives of the Turkic-speaking population of the region in these camps was usually forced. They 

began to place those who were suspected of minor criminal offences, suspected of links with terrorism 

and extremism. At the same time, there was no direct evidence against these citizens, and the authorities 

only suspected them. Over the past few years, detainees have been provided with professional training. In 

addition to acquiring professional skills, those in the camps also study the Chinese language, current 

legislation, and the political programme of the Communist Party of China. According to the authorities, 

this is being done to decriminalize citizens who are prone to extremism and their subsequent social 

adaptation. At the same time, "trainees", as Chinese officials call the detainees, are engaged in tailoring, 

assembling mobile phones and catering Chinese national cuisine (Shohrat, 2018). Most likely, this is 

forced labour. 

In 2017, Chen Quanguo called on officials to arrest anyone who should be detained. Most of the 

detainees were never charged. Local authorities told relatives of the detainees that their loved ones are not 

criminals, but are being held for their own good because they are infected with unhealthy thoughts. It is 

not known for certain, but it is widely believed that in the period from April 2017 to December 2018, up 

to 2 million people passed through the "centres" (Ramzy & Buckley, 2019). The official mission of these 
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centres continues to provide vocational education as part of an anti-poverty policy to reduce the economic 

gap between the Uighur minority and the Han Chinese (Zenz, 2019). 

At the same time, although the XUAR government claimed that the political education camps were 

simply vocational training centres, police harassed many Uighur scientists, writers, journalists, doctors, 

and artists – people with higher education and high professionalism (including professors from Xinjiang 

and Kashgar Universities), as well as elderly people. The real reason for the arrests was suspicion of 

separatism and excessive religiosity (Testimony of Rushan Abbas, 2019). Muslims were detained for their 

religious practices, including fasting, performing public prayers or attending unauthorized religious 

events, studying Islam, running a household with strict observance of religious rites, and wearing a hijab. 

There were even mass detentions of men with long beards and Islamic names, which were interpreted as 

religious extremism. People were also arrested for refusing to conduct public patrols, raising the national 

flag, or violating the state's birth planning policy. Besides, relatives of Uighur journalists and activists, 

especially those working abroad, have been harassed (Ideological Transformation, 2020). 

Those placed in camps appear to fall into different categories and are subject to different types of 

restrictions and lengths of detention. Detainees are placed on the basis of an initial check-in the general 

administration, in a strict zone. There, they are awarded appropriate points in accordance with their 

behaviour before and after the arrest. These points determine potential transfers of detainees between 

zones, the treatment of detainees within the camp, as well as rewards, punishments, and opportunities. 

family visits. To be released, detainees must have good performance and have worked in the camp for at 

least one year, although there have been cases when the administration has released detainees before. 

In addition to internment camps, the Strike Hard Campaign has also increased the number of 

arrests of Uighurs and other ethnic minorities in the penal system. According to official statistics, in 2017, 

arrests in the Xinjiang Autonomous Region accounted for almost 21% of all arrests in China, despite the 

fact that the autonomous region's population is only 1.8% of the country's total population (Ruser et al., 

2020). Charges and subsequent convictions in the autonomous region accounted for approximately 13% 

of all indictments in China in 2017. The number of arrests and criminal charges in the XUAR increased 

by 306% and 237% between 2013 and 2018 (Feng, 2019). From 2014 to 2016, about 300,000 people 

were convicted as part of the Strike Hard campaign person (Bunin, 2020). 

6.3. Total surveillance 

Although the Chinese government uses mass surveillance throughout the country, it is more 

widely deployed in Xinjiang. The Government encourages universal control. For example, under the "ten 

households – one unit" policy, groups of 10 households are responsible for monitoring each other, and 

they face collective punishment for violations by one household (Ti hua lianhe zuozhan pingtai, 2017). 

One of the main features of the Strike Hard Campaign is the creation and operation of groups 

"fanghuiju" (访惠聚 – "Visit Hui" (Chinese Muslims)) in Xinjiang, where thousands of government 

employees are stationed in villages, regularly visit and monitor the local population, and carry out 

political propaganda. In October 2016, the authorities initiated a similar campaign called "Become a 

Family" (结对认亲), during which more than one million employees spent at least five days every two 

http://dx.doi.org/


https://doi.org/10.15405/epsbs.2022.06.22 
Corresponding Author: Dmitry V. Buyarov 
Selection and peer-review under responsibility of the Organizing Committee of the conference 
eISSN: 2357-1330 
 

 199 

months in the homes of XUAR residents, mostly in rural areas (Wang, 2018). Another innovation was the 

organization of police stations on street corners, known as "convenience police stations", which form a 

dense control complex, organized in a grid that divides neighbourhoods and populations into geometric 

units for more rigid and targeted surveillance. 

Another method of total surveillance of Uighurs and other national minorities in the Xinjiang 

Autonomous Region is the mandatory collection of their biometric data (Xinjiang, 2017). Chinese 

authorities collect DNA samples, blood types, fingerprints, and iris scans from all Xinjiang residents aged 

12 to 65, partly as part of the "Physical Health for All-health screening program. At the same time, 

biometric data of national minorities is collected without their consent. Even voice samples are recorded 

when issuing passports and at police checkpoints. This biometric data is collected to form a "multi-

modal" biometric portrait of people, and the data can be linked in police databases with a person's 

identification number. 

Networks of automated sensor systems have also been established in the Xinjiang Uygur 

Autonomous Region, which include surveillance cameras with facial recognition, automatic license plate 

recognition, and infrared radiation capability; Wi-Fi sniffers that collect the identification addresses of 

network devices; and security checkpoints and visitor management systems that collect identifying 

information. Under special control is not only the turnover of cold weapons, but even kitchen knives, 

which are tracked using QR codes, including owner's identification number, photo, ethnicity, and address. 

In addition, vehicles are also subject to mandatory location tracking. 

Much of this information is fed into the Integrated Operations Platform (IJOP), which aggregates 

data on individuals, focuses officials' attention on those deemed potentially dangerous, and determines 

who should be detained by the police and sent to political re-education camps or other places of detention. 

In December 2020, Human Rights Watch published a study based on a list of more than 2,000 detainees 

in Aksu Prefecture, which provided detailed evidence that the vast majority of people who were detained 

in Aksu Prefecture were not identified. IJOP systems were detained for everyday non-illegal behaviour 

(China, 2020).   

After their release, former detainees are placed under even harsher control conditions. Not only are 

they reported to police stations, but they and their relatives are also regularly interviewed by local 

authorities, who regularly assess and record their mood and behaviour by indicators such as whether their 

thoughts are "stable"; whether they can "admit their mistakes"; and whether they have "sincere regret" for 

what they have done. Some released persons have to be registered daily in the morning and evening. 

Uyghur complaints are also recorded that the surveillance also applies not only to the XUAR, but 

also to the Turkic Muslim diaspora outside of China. The Chinese authorities are allegedly pressuring 

them to provide detailed information about themselves, including their address, phone number, and place 

of work. There are allegations that Chinese intelligence agencies hack into the smartphones of Uighur 

migrants in other countries, embedding malware in apps and software often used in Chinese smartphones 

that can remotely turn on the phone's microphone, record calls, or send messages, export photos, phone 

locations, and chat apps. 
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6.4. Cultural assimilation 

One of the main goals pursued by the Chinese government in creating "education centres" and 

exercising total control is the cultural assimilation of Uyghurs and other Turkic-speaking minorities of the 

XUAR. The authorities consider the distinctive national culture and Islamic traditions of the indigenous 

peoples of the autonomous region as the basis for the development of separatism and religious extremism. 

Many government platforms claim that the purpose of the camps is "brainwashing" and "purifying 

hearts". Prisoners are forced to learn Chinese and banned from speaking Uyghur (Zenz, 2019). They 

should publicly endorse the CCP's political course and not show their religious beliefs. 

According to the former detainees, they had to not only learn more than 1,000 characters and start 

speaking Chinese, as well as abandon Islamic religious practices, but also start judging their relatives and 

friends for their cultural and religious practices. At the same time, those who met these conditions were 

transferred to more comfortable conditions. Such treatment is in line with an internal directive that directs 

the administration of the "centres" to promote repentance and recognition of students so that they deeply 

understand the illegal, criminal and dangerous nature of their past behaviour. 

Shortly after the start of the Uighur re-education campaign, reports began to appear that the 

children of parents detained twice were transferred to State custody. They were placed in boarding 

schools and special orphanages. In them, children from preschool to high school age learn Chinese, 

receive political education and undergo psychological correction. Thus, not only the separation of 

families is carried out, but also a comprehensive program of ethnic assimilation. 

Outside of the camps, there are also ample examples of Han assimilation in everyday life. 

Representatives of national minorities in the Xinjiang Autonomous Region are required to attend weekly 

and sometimes daily Chinese flag-raising ceremonies, political education meetings, and sometimes 

Chinese language classes. They are also required to watch state TV programs or listen to radio 

programmes. The population is strongly discouraged from speaking or writing Uyghur. Chinese 

authorities have banned the use of educational materials in Uyghur and Kazakh languages, and state-run 

media outlets have banned the use of Uyghur and Kazakh languages. employees who use these languages 

are considered "unpatriotic" and can be called "duplicitous people," a charge that has led to hundreds of 

arrests (Kang, 2019). 

Since March 2017, as part of a programme initiated by Chen Quanguo, public figures, including 

CCP members, officials, clergy, and minority intellectuals, have published letters expressing their 

gratitude and loyalty to the Chinese Communist Party. In these open letters, they renounced their Turkic 

roots, cultural and historical ties, and religious beliefs, as well as denouncing religious extremism and 

"two-faced" Turkic Muslims. In addition to the fear of ending up in vocational training centres, 

representatives of the Uyghur community are also afraid of being sent to work, intellectuals risk losing 

their jobs. For the purpose of special monitoring, Chinese universities have student informants who 

monitor any non-academic behaviour of the teaching staff. 

Chinese authorities have banned the widespread Arabic greeting "al-salamualaikum", meaning 

peace to be upon you, and Arabic-language signs on restaurants, mosques, and street banners. A ban was 

introduced on "abnormal" (long) beards, wearing hijabs in public places and common Islamic names with 

http://dx.doi.org/


https://doi.org/10.15405/epsbs.2022.06.22 
Corresponding Author: Dmitry V. Buyarov 
Selection and peer-review under responsibility of the Organizing Committee of the conference 
eISSN: 2357-1330 
 

 201 

religious overtones. However, private religious activities, such as regular prayer or fasting during 

Ramadan, can be considered signs of extremism. 

All representatives of the Islamic clergy must be registered with the Chinese Islamic Association, 

which is under the control of the Government. Unregistered imams are subject to imprisonment. The 

regional government also requires that the pilgrimage to Mecca be carried out not individually, but 

centrally through state structures. The use of information materials that include anything that undermines 

national unity, social stability, economic development or scientific and technological progress or affects 

religious harmony is severely prohibited. In addition, burial management centres are being set up in 

XUAR to conduct cremation of provincial residents, which violates Muslim burial traditions. 

One of the most odious actions of the authorities, which causes a sharp increase in discontent, 

should be considered the policy of reducing the number of Islamic places of worship. Since 2017, 

Chinese authorities have used various pretexts to damage or destroy two-thirds of Xinjiang's mosques; 

about half of them (approximately 8,000) have been demolished (Ruser et al., 2020). Many of the 

remaining mosques were "desecrated" in other ways, such as by removing the crescent moons from the 

domes of mosques or by putting banners with communist slogans on their walls. 

As part of the policy of assimilation, the regional authorities of the autonomous region are 

increasingly promoting the programme of marriages between national minorities and Han Chinese, 

offering preferential university admission to children from mixed families and posting videos about happy 

interethnic couples on the Internet. Those who refuse or speak ill of these marriages risk being sent to 

political re-education camps. Some marriages between Muslim women and Han men are the result of the 

"Become Families" campaign, which places Han women in the homes of Uyghur women. In addition, 

officials periodically stay overnight in some families, while carrying out educational work, which, 

according to the authorities, contributes to ethnic unity. 

7. Conclusion 

China is constitutionally recognized as a "unitary multinational state created jointly by people of 

all its nationalities". Article 4 of the current Constitution emphasizes that "the State protects the legitimate 

rights and interests of national minorities. However, no "administrative codes and detailed 

implementation rules" have been developed for these means of protecting minorities (Bai, 2004, p. 469). 

This paper shows that there is a significant discrepancy between the rights provided for minorities in the 

Constitution of the People's Republic of China and the treatment of the Uighur minority in practice. 

In the context of the growing terrorist threat in 2000 and with the development of the national 

identity of ethnic minorities, the Chinese government is moving to a policy of total, including digital 

control, as well as restrictions aimed at religious and cultural activities of indigenous peoples. To combat 

Uyghur separatism and extremism, and for the purpose of Sinicization, vocational retraining centres have 

been set up in XUAR, which are actually camps for unreliable Uyghurs. At the same time, the Chinese 

government, using the policy of "hard power" (repression) inside the country, implements a policy of 

"soft power" abroad, striving to form a positive public opinion. At the same time, Beijing rejects the 

criticism of the international community in its address. 
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A significant set of socio-economic problems, intertwined with ethnic and religious characteristics 

and the influence of international relations, make Xinjiang an oasis of potential instability. In this region, 

the interests of Muslim and Chinese civilizations overlap. The national policy of the central government 

in the XUAR, which includes demographic regulation, assimilation policies, and economic incentives, 

only hinders the development of separatism and relatively stabilizes the situation, without eliminating the 

problem itself. 
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