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Abstract

The article is devoted to the issues of distance learning of the Russian language. Various electronic
resources are presented: specially created textbooks, manuals, well-known platforms and programs. The
disciplines studied at a polytechnic university such as “Russian language and Speech Culture”, “Theory
and Practice of Intercultural Communication”, “Russian as a Foreign Language” are considered in this
article. The electronic distance course on the speech culture and the Russian language includes video
lectures on the Zoom electronic platform and the placement of educational methodological complex
blocks on the “Electronic University” platform. It is noted that an electronic manual, which is a hypertext
document, was actively used for conducting lectures. The use of modern information technologies in the
distance study of intercultural communication is aimed at developing the professional competence of a
master student by mastering the main technological approaches to designing his own virtual educational
environment. The course for international postgraduates is developed on the Moodle platform, where the
teacher has the opportunity to independently create a course taking into account the individual
characteristics of the group and each student. It is reported that distance learning of the Russian as a
foreign language for the students of the preparatory faculty in the pandemic was carried out using
distance courses, Skype, Zoom, Dingtalk, Google services. Finally, it is concluded that the teacher needs
to learn how to correctly use the reflexive potential of the network space in order to create a flexible

model of professionally oriented distance learning.
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1. Introduction

In the new terms of distance learning, all education in the world has moved to online format
(Deryabina & Dyakova, 2019; Zabrovskaya & Rubleva, 2019). New forms and methods of organizing the
educational process have appeared in higher education institutions (Inozemtseva et al., 2018; Kirsanova &
Lazarev, 2018; Kirsanova et al., 2018; White, 2014). The most important participants in the educational
process in the pandemic are computers, tablets, and mobile phones. The use of new information
technologies requires fundamental changes in classroom teaching, presentation of material, consolidation
of knowledge and verification of their assimilation in all disciplines (Karpov, 2017; Karpov, 2019).
Traditional means of teaching: blackboard and chalk - are replaced by a screen demonstration using
computer programs; the library is turns into an electronic library, the audience - into a multimedia studio.

Media technologies are a useful educational technology due to interactivity, flexibility and
integration of various types of visual educational information and the ability to take into account the
individual characteristics of students and help to increase their motivation (Azimov & Shchukin, 2019;
Lyz et al., 2020; Nurieva, 2019). The use of multimedia technologies helps to organize and structure the
theoretical material in the form of tables, diagrams, graphs that can be shown on the screen. The clearly
presented material contributes to the rapid perception and assimilation of new information.

In a pandemic, electronic textbooks play a key role, the advantages of which are mobility,
accessibility, a variety of tasks and illustrations (Azimov, 2020; Dyakova & Khvorova, 2020). The
practice of using electronic textbooks and the results of tests show that students learn the represented

material efficiently.

2. Problem Statement

In the pandemic, distance learning is changing, becoming more communicative, the teacher's
creativity is activated, the motivation of students is increasing, new forms, methods and means of
teaching are appearing (Kislov, 2020). Distance learning requires a new organization of the educational
process. As the practice shows, many educational institutions during the pandemic were not ready for
such a long time period of teaching in the distance format only (3-4 months). This explains the relevance

of the stated topic.

3. Research Questions

In this article, the authors tried to cover different approaches to learning, present electronic
resources (electronic textbooks, distance courses, platforms, webinar programs) used in the methodology
of teaching the Russian language, describe the forms and methods of teaching that help bring distance
learning closer to the classroom; show the advantages and disadvantages of the methods used.

The article covered the following issues:

- identification of subjects that include teaching Russian at the Technical University;

- study and analysis of electronic resources (electronic textbooks and training materials, distance

courses, programs) in the Russian language and description of methods of their use;
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- indicating the advantages and disadvantages of existing methods;

- conclusion on the productivity and effectiveness of the presented methods in the pandemic.
4. Purpose of the Study

The main purpose of the research is to describe the potential of the network space for purposeful
solution of pedagogical tasks related to the formation of professional competence of a future specialist in
teaching Russian language at a Technical University and contributing to the flexible organization of this

training.
5. Research Methods

To solve the tasks, the following research methods were used: the method of analysis, observation
and comparison during classes, the method of testing when organizing intermediate and final control, the
method of questioning in order to find out the most convenient resource, platform and program for

teaching the Russian language.
6. Findings

At Bauman Moscow State Technical University, language and communication training of students
in the pandemic was carried out with a broad reliance on specially created electronic textbooks
(educational and methodological complexes) and manuals, online courses and distance courses, well-
known platforms and programs designed for teaching and independent work of students under the
supervision of a teacher. The principles of creating online language courses based on the professional
orientation of distance learning and effective didactic capabilities of the virtual educational environment
are described in the work (Skorikova et al., 2019).

Let us describe the content of the prepared electronic manuals and courses for different categories
of students and the methodology for using them in a distance format, which has its own specifics when

working with Russian and foreign students.
6.1. Distance learning of Russian language and speech culture

In the pandemic, teaching Russian language and speech culture (a mandatory discipline for
Russian students of a Technical University) was moved to a distance format. The materials of the
educational and methodological complex (EMC) of the discipline “Russian language and speech culture”,
specially prepared for distance work and placed in the electronic educational environment, were used for
students of the 1st-V courses at Bauman Moscow State Technical University. The essence of our concept
of building EMC is that this complex is built on a block-modular principle, and each module ends with
midterm control or homework.

The blocks of the EMC are its structural components, and the modules are its substantively
completed sections, as a result of the study of which students acquire skills and abilities: stylistically

competent expression of ideas; effective work with guides and dictionaries; the use of linguistic means
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and speech etiquette formulas in accordance with the situations and purposes of communication;
registration of business documents of a personal and official nature; analytical processing of text
information, construction and editing of educational and scientific texts.

The “Russian language and speech culture” EMC, which is addressed to 1st-V year students of all
faculties of the Bauman Moscow State Technical University and is intended for conducting lectures and
practical classes, includes the following content modules: 1) Fundamentals of speech culture
(characteristics of norms and styles of the Russian literary language); 2) the culture of business speech; 3)
the culture of scientific speech. The blocks of the EMC “Russian language and speech culture” are the
following components: 1) A course of lectures; 2) Workshop: correction and prevention of typical speech
errors; 3) Reference materials (norms of the Russian literary language): 4) A workbook for independent
work of students with homework and control materials (tests on the main topics of the course). All listed
components were available to students in printed and electronic versions for distance learning.

A necessary link in the organization of the distance format for passing the discipline is to conduct
video lectures for students of educational groups on the Zoom platform and placing blocks of EMC on the
BMSTU platform “Electronic University”. The electronic manual on the Russian language and speech
culture was actively used for conducting lectures. Thematically, it is related to other components of the
EMC (Reference materials on standards, a Workshop, a Workbook, and Control tasks).

Electronic lecture course on the Russian language and speech culture includes theoretical
information on the following topics: 1. Language as a means of communication; 2. Speech culture and its
components; 3. Styles of the Russian literary language; 4. Official business style as a subsystem of the
language; 5. Methodology and technology of scientific work. Written scientific communication.

In general, this electronic manual is a hypertext document, the main feature of which is that you
can view the document not only sequentially, page by page, but also in any order (determined by the
user's needs), moving through hyperlinks. Hypertext links allow students to quickly navigate to other
pages of the Course or to a specific place on the same page, which is very convenient when working
independently with the manual.

Informative hyperlinks in the Electronic lecture course serve as reference points that help students
better understand the content of the course, learn the key concepts of the main topics and their problems.
They allow the student to: 1) move from the subject index-a list of the main concepts of each topic,
placed in alphabetical order at the end of the manual to the necessary place in the Course sections; 2)
check themselves on the control questions presented at the end of each topic (a hyperlink allows you to
quickly find the answer in the corresponding paragraph of the topic). The practice of distance learning of
the Russian language and speech culture at Bauman Moscow State Technical University has shown that
the hypertext apparatus of the electronic manual is an effective tool for organizing student's independent
work.

Thus, the electronic format of the manual is convenient for distant work of students on the material
of each topic of the course, since it organically presents content, training and control components. An
important role in organizing control of students' knowledge by discipline modules and conducting current,
midterm and final control was played by e-mail, which was used by students to check completed tests,

(test papers) and homework.
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6.2. Distance learning of Russian as a foreign language for postgraduate students

The discipline “Russian as a Foreign Language” includes 4 main lexical topics on which the
Russian language course is based: 1) Education; 2) Science; 3) History and culture; 4) Contemporary
problems. The course was created on the Moodle platform, which hosts video and audio materials,
illustrations, diagrams, textbooks and study guides, automated tests, homework and tests. The teacher
independently forms the course, taking into account the individual characteristics of the group and each
student, introduces basic and additional materials that the postgraduate student can access at any time. In
addition, the Moodle platform allows you to attach video recordings of webinars held in the Adobe
Connect program, which is specially designed for distance learning, interactive classes, and information
exchange.

The practice of working with graduate students at Bauman Moscow State Technical University has
shown the effectiveness of using a variety of Internet resources in distance learning to teach professional
communication and the language of the specialty. In particular, Russian as a foreign language has proved
to be a very productive way to attract to the main distance learning course such an additional educational
resource as the online course "Academic Writing in Russian and English", posted on the "National Open
Education Platform"(https://openedu.ru/). The proposed course forms the skills of correct use of
grammatical constructions of scientific style when writing annotations, abstracts of technical articles in
Russian. Viewing video lectures and performing homework and tests within the studied topics contributes
to the development of adequate language and speech skills necessary for the successful implementation of
educational and scientific tasks in the chosen professional field.

Such a combination of all educational materials, including video lectures, webinars and other
resources, allows to bring the distance format closer to the real educational process and is one of the

forms of organizing training in the pandemic.

6.3. Distance learning of Russian as a foreign language for students of the preparatory faculty

Teaching foreign students in the discipline “Russian as a Foreign Language” in February-June was
carried out in a distant format. In order to implement new approaches to teaching and due to the changed
conditions, the training of foreign students included several stages: 1) teaching using distance courses
(February-April); 2) teaching using Skype, Zoom, Dingtalk, Google services (March-May); 3)
comprehensive teaching using distance courses and programs Skype, Zoom, Ding talk, Google services
(June).

At the 1st stage of distance learning for students who did not return from China after the winter
holidays, multi-level distance courses were developed on the basis of already created on the Moodle
platform: for pre-bachelor students, for pre-master students, for students from Beijing, for pre-bachelor
and pre-master students (advanced level) (4th course). The courses were placed in the electronic
educational system of Bauman Moscow State Technical University (http://e-learning.bmstu.ru/int/). To
get access, students were attached to the course via email. All the necessary teaching materials (manuals,
additional information, videos, audio files, presentations, exercises, tables, etc.) were included in the

course as the program progressed. The control was carried out by checking written works (homework,
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dictation, control works) and tests with automatic verification. The advantages of such teaching consisted
in the fact that in order to ensure the continuity of the educational process and the impossibility of
implementing other communication, except for postal, the creation of distance courses was the most
successful solution to the issue. The main disadvantage of this stage of teaching was the lack of direct
contact with the students which implies the development of skills in the aspects of “Speaking” and
“Reading”.

At the 2nd stage, in connection with the transition to a distance learning of all students, the
following forms of education were introduced in a foreign audience:

1) classes were conducted using the Skype program. The advantages were the simplicity and
convenience of using this program by teachers and students, the ease of attaching all participants to any
group by receiving an invitation, the unlimited time of the lesson (the duration of one lesson is from 4 to 6
hours), and the availability of broadcasting from mobile devices. An important point was the fact that
students from China (50% of the contingent) were able to work in this program. The disadvantages were
the deterioration of the quality of communication when more than 15 participants joined; deterioration of
communication when the microphone and camera are turned on, even by one student; absence of a
“board” for recording information during the lesson (you need to exit the demo mode and open another
document or use chat). In addition, with the unstable Internet and using an old computer at home, Skype
turned out to be a “complicated” program for downloading information and opening even the simplest
files.

2) classes were conducted using the Zoom program. In this case, unlike Skype, there was always a
stable connection and good quality of communication with constant connection of cameras and
microphones of all participants in the session, there was a “board” for taking notes during the lesson.
Among the disadvantages: reduced time of 1 free lesson - 40 minutes, constant availability of links to new
sessions is required (if a lesson is 4 hours - 4 or 5 sessions).

3) the classes were conducted using the Dingtalk program. The most important advantage was that
all students from China could join the learning process and not experience problems, since this program is
the basis for studying in this country.

Control was carried out with the help of Google services, where teaching materials for each lesson
and homework were posted. A link to these materials was sent to students by email. This allowed students
to access the materials and download the necessary information at any time. Students and teachers used e-
mail and a WhatsApp group to quickly solve problems when they had organizational or educational
questions.

As teachers and students mastered different forms and methods of distance learning, a complex
approach was formed, including the combination of all the types described above — 3d stage. Depending
on the technical capabilities of students and teachers and the quality of communication, a program was
selected with the help of which the lesson was conducted: Skype or Zoom. The majority of teachers
(90%) conducted classes using Skype. Written homework assignments were sent to students using Google
services. In the distance courses, automated grammar tests were created on various topics, allowing
students to test their knowledge, see the result, and prepare for exams. The integrated approach had all the

benefits described above and significantly increased the effectiveness of teaching.
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7. Conclusion

As we can see, in a pandemic, the digital educational environment is expanding, new methods and
ways of teaching the Russian language appear. The potential for network space is enormous. The
information is constantly updated. The teacher must learn how to correctly use this potential for the
purposeful solution of methodological problems that are associated with the formation of the professional
competence of the future professional. For this purpose, it is necessary to use a flexible system for
managing students' intellectual activity (using different network models) of professionally oriented

distance learning.

References

Azimov, E. G. (2020). Elektronnyye uchebniki po russkomu yazyku kak inostrannomu: sovremennoye
sostoyaniye i1 perspektivy razvitiya [Electronic textbooks on Russian as a foreign language: current
state and  development  prospects]. Rusistika, 18(1), 39-53. [in Rus.].
https://doi.org/10.22363/2618-8163-2020-18-1-39-53

Azimov, E. G., & Shchukin, A. N. (2019). Novyy slovar' metodicheskikh terminov i ponyatiy (teoriya i
praktika obucheniya yazykam) [New dictionary of methodological terms and concepts (theory and
practice of teaching languages)]. IKAR Publishing House. [in Rus.].

Deryabina, S. A. & Dyakova, T. A. (2019). Professiogramma prepodavatelya inostrannogo yazyka v
usloviyakh tsifrovizatsii obrazovatel'nogo prostranstva [Professiogram of a foreign language
teacher in the context of digitalization of the educational space]. Higher education in Russia,
28(4), 142-149. [in Rus.]. https://doi.org/10.31992/0869-3617-2019-28-4-142-149

Dyakova, T. A., & Khvorova, L. E. (2020). Onlayn-urok russkogo yazyka kak inostrannogo v usloviyakh
tsifrovoy transformatsii pedagogicheskoy deyatelnosti [Online lesson of Russian as a foreign
language in the context of digital transformation of pedagogical activity]. Rusistika, 18(2), 209-
219. [ in Rus.]. https://doi.org/10.22363/2618-8163-2020-18-2-209-219

Inozemtseva, K. M., Kirsanova, G. V., Troufanova, N. O., & Semenova, E. L. (2018). Using ThingLink
Digital Posters in Teaching ESP to Business and Economics Students (A Case Study of Bauman
Moscow State Technical University). Proceedings of the 11th International Conference of
Education, Research and Innovations (ICERI 2018), 3487-3492.
https://library.iated.org/view/INOZEMTSEVA2018USI

Karpov, A. O. (2017). Problem-Cognitive Program of the Students-Researches in the Knowledge Society
Cultural Reality. The 2nd Central Eastern FEuropean Lumen Int. Conf. Multidimensional
Education & Professional Development Ethical Values (MEPDEV) Europ. Proc. of Soc. and
Behavioral Sci., 27, 332-340.

Karpov, A. O. (2019). “Step into the future” program as a system of non-formal research education in
Russia.  Advances in  Intelligent  Systems  and  Computing, 785,  249-258.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-93882-0 25

Kirsanova, G. V., & Lazarev, V. A. (2018). Content and language integrated learning: a new approach to
teaching engineering. Handbook of Research on Engineering Education. In. Smirnova, E.V. & R.
P., Clark (Eds.). IGI Global (2nd. ed., ch. 25).

Kirsanova, G. V., Troufanova, N. O., & Inozemtseva, K. M. (2018). A Case Study of Using Information
Technology Teaching English to Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students at Bauman Moscow State
Technical University (BMSTU). Proceedings of the 11th International Conference of Education,
Research and Innovations (ICERI 2018), 6608-6613. https://doi.org/10.21125/iceri.2018.2547

Kislov, A. G. (2020). Tsifrovoy urok pandemii [Digital lesson of a pandemic]. Professional education
and labor market, 2, 42-43. [in Rus.]. https://doi.org/10.24411/2307-4264-2020-10205

Lyz, N., Lyz, A., Neshchadim, 1., & Kompaniets, V. (2020). Blended Learning and Self-Reflection as
Tools for Developing IT-Students’ Soft Skills. Proceedings 5th International Conference on

78


http://dx.doi.org/
https://doi.org/10.22363/2618-8163-2020-18-2-209-219

https://doi.org/10.15405/epsbs.2021.09.9

Corresponding Author: Skorikova Tatiana

Selection and peer-review under responsibility of the Organizing Committee of the conference
elSSN: 2357-1330

Information Technologies in Engineering Education (Inforino 2020). Art. no 9111723.
https://doi.org/10.1109/Inforino48376.2020.9111723

Nurieva, N. (2019). E-learning as part of self-regulated foreign languages acquisition (a case study of
Bauman Moscow State Technical University). ACM International Conference Proceeding Series,
20-24. https://doi.org/10.1145/3371647.3371652

Skorikova, T. P., Orlov, E. A., Romanova, N. N., & Pinevich, E. V. (2019). Increasing the effectiveness
of teaching the Russian language for special purposes (to the problem of integration of language
training with information technology courses). J. of Res. in Appl. Linguistics, 10, 199-214.
https://doi.org/10.22055/RALS.2019.14683

White, K. (2014). Distance learning of foreign languages: research agenda. Teaching languages, 47(4),
538-553. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0261444814000196

Zabrovskaya, A. A., & Rubleva, E. A. (2019). Need for changes: interrelation between students and
teachers in view of innovative educational approaches to teaching a foreign language at technical
university. Proceedings of 13th International Technology, Education and Development
Conference (INTED 2019), 3499-3504. https://doi.org/10.21125/inted.2019.0906

79


http://dx.doi.org/

