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Abstract

The paper demonstrates the significance of computer-mediated discourse as an object of linguistic
research. The author points out the ability of this discourse, on the one hand, to reflect the latest trends in
the development of the national language and, on the other hand, to influence its current state and
development. It is noted that there are units and categories in the Internet language that are difficult to
interpret unambiguously both due to their ambiguous/uncertain nature and to the theoretical,
methodological and philosophical reasons. We point out that specific features of such units need to be
determined as a means that would facilitate research in related areas. A number of linguistic phenomena
at the junction of word formation and morphology are identified and characterised. Some cases of
syncretism of the word-formation and morphological means are noted. The issue of the relationship
between speech anomalies and language development processes is discussed; attention is also drawn to
units whose grammatical semantics is in conflict with their lexical meanings and/or the meaning they
form. Specific difficulties arising in qualification of new derivatives as parts of speech are indicated. The
descriptive method is cited as the principal method that meets the local objective of the research; attention

is paid to the techniques for collecting linguistic material on the Internet.
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1. Introduction

The relevance of research into the language of the Internet, also referred to as "seteyaz"
(webspeak) in Russian (Tyurin, 2019), Internet discourse, computer-mediated discourse, verbal means of
digitally-mediated communication / Internet communication (respective terms will be used as synonyms
further in this article) have been repeatedly emphasised in many philological papers. There is a number of
reasons why this linguistic phenomenon has gained much attention from researchers (Barkovich, 2017;

Gritsenko & Demidova, 2018, Lomakina & Nelyubova, 2018; Petrukhina & Dedova, 2019).

1.1. Internet language as a reflection of current trends in the development of the national

language

The Internet discourse is a sphere of communication that is known to be relatively poorly regulated
by the language norm, that is why it can reflect many trends in the development of the Russian national
language promptly and in a fairly objective way. Moreover, since this discourse is a largely public
system, it allows the "innovation processes in the Russian language" (Petrukhina & Dedova, 2019) to be
brought to the "observable zone" (Golev, 2011). When combined with the use of computer-based
information processing tools, this greatly facilitates the formation of a representative empirical base for
research. Barkovich (2017) emphasizes the important role of digitally-mediated discourse in improving
the empirical resources for linguistic research. Some authors also note that recourse to digitally-mediated
texts can facilitate not only the collection of the facts, but also getting an insight into the essence of the
facts being analysed. Many linguists, in particular, note that the study of Internet discourse helps to
establish the features of spoken language (Dezi, 2019) and even oral communication (Troshina, 2017).
Balakina, who considers "electronic written discourse” in terms of text structuring mechanisms, defines it
as a "specially prepared traditional discourse", the recourse to which makes "many of the processes
theoretically described" quite "obvious" (Balakina, 2016). We believe this may well be the case when

describing and interpreting units of morphological, word-formation and other language levels.

1.2. Internet language as a new language subsystem

In parallel to the ideas presented above, numerous works clearly show that at this stage, the
Internet discourse is more than just a "mirror of language trends". (Kolokoltseva & Lutovinova, 2012)
present in modern Russian (Gladkaya, 2017). In fact, it is gradually developing into a relatively
independent system with its specific units, principles, functioning regularities, etc. By drawing
phenomena from the "traditional discourse" zone into its orbit (Balakina, 2016), the "seteyaz" adapts them
to its own goals and objectives, which, in turn, can be associated with the features of language
consciousness and cognitive processes that are identified in the context of the Internet language (Ionova,
2016). Such phenomena are considered in sufficient detail in the theory of speech genres. In particular,
some papers are focused on the transformation of diary genres: (personal) diary — blog diary — blog -
public space (Kochetkova, 2016), essay: traditional essay — Internet essay (Kukueva, 2019),
autobiography: autobiography as a genre of official business style — biographical Internet text

(Voloshina, 2013).
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Some interesting changes of a structural and functional nature have been recorded in the field of
syntax, namely in the system of parenthetical structures / linking words (Tyurin, 2019), etc. However, "it
is still too early to analyse electronic texts in isolation from traditional texts" as, for example, Balakina

believes (2016).
1.3. Internet language from a perspective of its impact on the national/literary language

Irrespective of how much independent the Internet discourse is as a system, its ability (at least
potential) to influence the speech practice of native speakers of modern Russian and, as a result, the
language system as a whole, is practically indisputable. Researchers point out the ability of Internet
discourse to transform «the landscape of modern speech» (Bragina, 2019). Our contemporaries' active
involvement in the processes of digitally-mediated communication, the weakened ability of some of them
to switch over "speech registers", the emerging perception (primarily among young people) of the Internet
discourse as an authoritative source of speech, cannot but contribute to the expansion of its characteristic
units into the literary language. However, one cannot but agree with those researchers who believe that
this process should not necessarily be qualified as something negative or destructive (Petrukhina &
Dedova, 2019). The prospects of using the Internet discourse as a reservoir for the development of
modern Russian literary language certainly underscore the relevance of studying the first of the above-
mentioned phenomena.

All of the above also fully applies to forum discourse as a type of Internet discourse. This

particular type of discourse has served as a source of empirical material for our study.
2. Problem Statement

Today's Russian language often contains phenomena that cannot be clearly defined in the
framework of one of its specific categories. The problem of ambiguous description, systematization and
classification of linguistic facts is undoubtedly a matter of linguistic theory. It arises from researchers'
adherence to the ideas of a particular linguistic school in relation, for example, to the status of participles
and adverbial participles (an independent part of speech vs a verb form), differentiation of composites and
nouns in combination with single appositions, synchronic and diachronic methods of word formation,
recognition/non-recognition of the flexion method and/or determination of its place in the system of word
derivation methods, etc.

Of more interest to us, however, are the essential features of such units arising from the specifics

of language as a living and developing system.

3. Research Questions

In the texts of Internet forums, among other things, one notes non-standard units that can be
considered in relation to different levels of the language, and in particular some units that are at the
junction of word formation and morphology. It is difficult to provide qualification of such language
phenomena for a variety of reasons. However, resolving the issue of their status and clarifying their

essential nature will make it much easier to conduct research in related areas.
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The phenomena that have been the subject of our research are, to a large extent, language/speech
anomalies that can be identified both as important objects and as valuable tools for linguistic research

based on available sources (Pochtar, 2016; Radbil, 2007).
4. Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study is to identify, describe and systematise linguistic phenomena that are
related at the same time to the morphological and word-formation levels of the language and that also
make it difficult to study other linguistic phenomena, first of all word-formation neologisms, which is due
to a somewhat uncertain nature of such phenomena. The purpose of this study is to identify, describe and
systematise linguistic phenomena that are related at the same time to the morphological and word-

formation levels of the language and that also make it difficult to study other linguistic phenomena, first

of all word-formation neologisms, which is due to a somewhat uncertain nature of such phenomena.

5. Research Methods

The issue of choosing tools that are adequate to the new linguistic object - computer-mediated
discourse - is repeatedly addressed by researchers (Barkovich, 2017; Petrukhina & Dedova, 2019). We
believe that in our case, despite the innovative nature of the empirical material under study, the stated aim
of our research makes it possible to mostly rely on the descriptive method, which represents a classical
methodological paradigm and is expressed through specific observation, generalisation,
systematisation/classification techniques.

However, the methods used for collecting empirical material in the Internet merit a separate
discussion. Petrukhina and Dedova, pointing to the fact that "so far, there are no scientifically based
methods for formulating search queries" (Petrukhina & Dedova, 2019), highlight two main approaches to
the selection of language facts to be used in studying Internet texts: corpus-based and browser-based. In
general, while giving a reasonable preference to sample formation on the basis of national corpora (in
particular, the National Corpus of the Russian Language), researchers note that this approach may not
produce the necessary results when studying new derivatives, since such units often remain unrecorded in
national corpora. Searching for material based on browsers, despite some spontaneity and variability, on
the contrary, seems more justified in this case (Petrukhina & Dedova, 2019).

The material for our study was obtained by using browser search, or more precisely, as a result of
direct access to at least 13 Internet forums. The search was mostly manual, and in the automated part of
our search we used data search systems on respective websites, which are notably imperfect in many
forums. We give an approximate number of resources surveyed due to the fact that in some cases, in our
opinion, the formal and actual boundaries of these resources do not quite coincide.

For example, the nn.ru platform contains at least 7 forums that are formally represented as part of
the "Real Estate" thematic branch; however, based on the quantitative and qualitative composition of
forum users and a number of other features, we tend to view them more as sections of one forum. We
have deliberately chosen for the study several forums with a focus on different topics ("Cars", "Cruises",

"Real Estate", "Pets (cats, dogs)"), which contributes to more objective conclusions.
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6. Findings

As a result of our analysis of texts published on Russian Internet forums, we have identified
several groups of units whose morphological anomalies make it difficult to qualify and systematise them
in terms of word formation.

First of all, let us look at the morphological category of the participle. Our analysis of the units in
this category was based on a widespread understanding of the participle in Russian linguistics as a special
verb form rather than a separate part of speech (Russian Grammar, 1980). In accordance with this
understanding, in the texts of Internet forums we qualified as abnormal the newly derived participles that
have no corresponding verb forms in the language system (in the literary language, in commonly used
layers of the vernacular language, in the speech system of a particular forum/thematic group of forums):
J02UHHO <...> NOOHAMb KaAKoU-Huby0b Jlunykc - nanpumep Yoynmy. <...> 'V nac 06Yoynuen seco dom
(http://mauforum.ru, 06.07.2010) (here and below, after the link to the forum from which the quote
originated, we give the date of publication of the material on the rerespective website) — 06 YVoynuen («—
*00YoyHnuumv/00 Yoynmums) «— Yoyuma; cnyckanace no weti (down the stairs. — E.Tsch.) na npuuan -
ewé ne omsaoopennstii! (https://riverforum.net, 06.11.2018) — omszabopennsviti («—*omzabopumv) —
3abop; Ha 6cl0 20108y  mamuszouymaa -D a umo Oeramv?! asmo  o0OsA3vi6aem
(http://www.el.ru/talk/forum/read.php?f=176, 09.07.2016) — mamusonymas («— *mamusonyme) <«—
Mamus3 (a model of a Daewoo car).

(By way of a slight departure from the logic of our reasoning, we would like to make one
interesting (in our opinion) observation concerning participles: despite the relatively frequent occurrence
of various abnormal participle forms, not a single fact of using so-called "future participles" (participles
formed from perfect verbs with the help of present-day suffixes) has been revealed in our material, while,
for example, Voyvodich (2016), giving a detailed description of this group of units, argues that the
Internet is the main sphere of their functioning at present.

Adverbial participles (considered here, like participles, to be special verb forms) are much less
likely to show such anomalies (which is largely due to the insignificant representation of this
morphological category among forum non-usual units): The Internet user 1: OKYHHUBILVCH c 2010601i.
The Internet user 2: Oab, da xoms 3a0PUMAHUSUIUCL UTU O0CBOHUIUPUBIIUCH U OPUEHMAIUBUIUCD
(http://mainecoon-forum.ru, 31.08.2012) — odesonwuupusuiuce («+—*00esoHuupumocst) «— 0e8OHUUPCKULL
(pexc) (cat breed); opuenmanuswuce («—*opuenmarumocst) «<— opuenman ‘Oriental cat’. The creation of
non-usual adverbial participles in the above context is a reaction to a typo that was made by an Internet
user in writing the set expression oxynymoscsa c¢ eonosou 'to fully devote oneself to something' (—
OKYHUmbCsL ¢ 201060u), which actualised in the mind of another user the non-usual verb oxyrumucs 'to get
a Maine Coon cat'.

Similar processes can be obseved in the field of comparative degree forms: non-usual forms of
comparative and superlative degree (mainly for adjectives) are created when there are no corresponding
positive forms in the system: A4 cosa <...> noacyce <...> yaca 6 0sa. Ho Jluon coeee (http://mainecoon-
forum.ru, 28.05.2014); Mopoaxa ece é3pociee u kynee cmanosumcs (https://mauforum.ru, 13.07.2020) —

KyHee 'showing more traits typical of a Maine Coon cat'.
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It should also be noted that there is a whole group of non-usual adjectives that seem to have been
formed by including grammatical affixes in the new derivatives in parallel with word-formation affixes:
He Mo2y ckazamb 20e Kopmsam ayuue, meniee uiu 3anekanucmee (https://riverforum.net, 15.08.2016) —
3anekauucmee <— 3anexar(xa) + [-ucm + -ee]). In our opinion, however, this does not fully address the
issue of the composition of the word-building formants involved. Of particular interest from this
perspective are synthetic superlatives with the prefix rau-, where the position of the traditional
grammatical suffix (-stw/-auu/~w) is occupied by the word-formative morpheme: ¥V moux pooumeneti
cobaxa camasn HauoeopHaxcucmasn osoprsza (http://mainecoon-forum.ru, 13.05.2015).

The units (both adjective and verbal) of all the above groups are characterised by a weakened
formal derivation capacity and often have a strong semantic motivation, which is imparted by the noun
present in the context: smo menepv Hosvlil Opend, anabaucmeii écex anabaes (http://cao.borda.ru,
06.02.2014) — arabaucmeint <— anabau (a dog breed); Bot noomeepacoaeme, umo 6ce npo @ybax 6wL10
coeobnyouem, u umo 6vl Mo nucaiu croeooayycoas <..>. [la? (http://forum.tsg-mechta.ru,
16.01.2011) — cnosobaysxcoas <«— crogodayoue, cf. usual crosobryocmeosams (engage in
phrasemongering). The latter example can also be interpreted as a composite derived from the
combination of the words: croso + 6ayarcoasn/onysicoames.

Such units can be found from time to time in template constructions with a contact arrangement of
a prepositive noun and, accordingly, a postpositive adjective. Here are some examples: /[ra weco smo
uyorcno? Umob uzpywka nouzpywecmei ovina? (http://mainecoon-forum.ru, 21.01.2015); xoneuno sce
mem, memcmee ne ovisaem (http://mauforum.ru, 21.02.2014); Tax wem Bawa karanua kananuosee moti
kananyu? (http://www.nn.ru/community/biz/realty, 14.03.2017).

This kind of template and some other manifestations of deviation from the norm and antinorm are
also implemented on a regular basis when creating degree forms of comparison based on usual (literary
and extra-literary) units: u cosoan on Camsrii Ilumomnukogutii IlumomMHUK co CKpOMHbIM HA38AHUEM
HUmnepuan Kyn (http://mainecoon-portal.ru, 01.05.2015); ITvezopasocue mue modice nocosemosanu, oH
menee nomyuuit, wem asmomam (http://www.nn.ru/community/auto/woman, 19.07.2015) — bookish form
of comparative degree + colloquial lexeme, etc.

The above adjective and participle forms, while having some noticeable structural and — in part —
semantic specific features, differ insignificantly in stylistic and pragmatic terms from the forms stemming
from word-formative neologisms, as well as from non-normative forms of usual units, in performing an
expressive and emotional evaluation function in the context. Cf.: Ja naono! A maxaa. Cpeou moux
ocobauennsvix Opyseii (ne asuamuuku) éce makue! (http://cao.borda.ru, 28.10.2014) — ocobauennviii «—
ocobayumecs ‘to buy a dog’ (ne e6ce umerom 6o3modcHocmsb ocobauueamvca sa 30 mvicay —
http://cao.borda.ru, 30.07.2015); A nouemy-mo 6vin ysepen, umo smu cyoa 6yOym O06AIKOHEHbl
(https://riverforum.net, 13.09.2019) — obarkonenvr «— obarkonums (A Toncmozo mo He cobuparomcs
obankonueams — https://vodohod.com/club/forum, 23.08.2018).

The syncretism of morphological and word-forming means (however, more traditional than in the
previous case) occurs in connection with the implementation of the flexion method of word-formation
(according to Nemchenko), where one system of flexions is replaced by another. For the purposes of this

article, we will not examine in detail all of the formal, semantic and other transformation options: we
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described them earlier (Tschenikova, 2017). We will only note the division of flexional new derivatives
into two main groups, which is essential in the context of our research. The first group consists of words
that, in our opinion, can undoubtedly be qualified as a result of the derivative system's functioning. These
are mainly new derivatives through which the lacunas that occur in the lexical system are filled, and the
play of words is realized in the "gender — sex" categories: Crauara ecm makc (OH camvlii 20100HbLIL)
(http://dogs-forum.ru, 12.10.2012); Ter, a2 u yapesuu-nazymk?"))) (http://mainecoon-forum.ru,
31.01.2016). Animal names occupy a prominent place in this group. It should be noted that some other
researchers have also pointed to extensive creation/reflection of animal names in the Internet language in
terms of language lacunae (Golev & Falomkina, 2020).

The units in the second group represent a variety of stylistic modifications and, as a result, tend to
the field of grammatical variation: Ja 6 kypce! Ilymk!!!))) (http://www.nn.ru/community/auto/main,
15.04.2017); Hrnoeoa, uspeoka maxoe dadywiko oasxce nponuxaem na gopym. M moeda mywume ceem!
(https://riverforum.net, 01.08.2016). The lack of traditional word-forming affixes in words like wmyx,
6abywro, combined with slight differences in the semantics of the derivative and producing words, gives
some researchers reason to regard such units as exclusively grammatical (morphological) or even as tools
of a spelling play. By drawing parallels with stylistically marked suffixes (cf. e.g. 6aba ‘6abymxa’ —
babra n babywra — babywxo), we believe it is possible to qualify at least some of such units as word-
formative derivatives, but we do acknowledge that additional criteria need to be developed to distinguish
them from morphological phenomena.

The problem of distinguishing between objects having a linguistically close form also arises when
dealing  with  substantives such as  manaskun,  newmsaukun: — neumaAlukuH  mHy =D
(http://www.el.ru/talk/forum/read.php?f=176, 19.03.2013). At first glance, all units of this type are
perceived as elements of word-formation chains of the type senmsuixa — newmsiikun (possessive
adjective) — newmsiikun (noun), created as a result of the use of the flexion method / substantivation.
However, there is a sufficient number of new derivatives in the Internet that do not have (and sometimes,
according to the rules and laws of the Russian literary language, cannot have) any correlated possessive
adjectives: npazonuyHvlie ampuOymel 0eHbPOHCOWONLKUHA 00emble HA NApy MUHYM, KOANAYOK HA NApy
cexyHo — bvicmpo ckunyn (http://mainecoon-forum.ru, 23.05.2015). The existence of such units calls into
question the correctness of the definition of the word formation method for the words of the first group
(zenmstikun, manaskum, etc.).

Yet another noteworthy group of new derivatives includes the units whose grammatical semantics
is in conflict with the semantics of the words from which they are derived, with their own lexical
meanings and/or — more broadly — with the meaning they form: mumuxpuposan noo cpedy u cruncs c
@oHOM. 5 CHAuANa uckan Hawen 6eryio USPYUIKy, NPUHAS ee 3a KOMEHKA, U MOIbKO HOMOM OOHAPYHCUTN
sanapmusanenozo xoma (http://mainecoon-forum.ru, 04.10.2014). Thus, in this context, a passive
participle denotes a feature based on an action performed by the defined object/subject itself (by a cat, in
this case) rather than an action directed at the object.

Even more typical in this respect are possessive adjectives, which are created on the basis of
inanimate nouns: guldano <...> 3adanue: Enouky wnapsaoumes. A weeot-mo uepywiku ENKUHBL HA

anmpeconax nexcam, oarexooooo (http://mainecoon-forum.ru, 26.12.2014) — éaxunsl «— énxa (new year

550


http://dx.doi.org/

https.//doi.org/10.15405/epsbs.2021.09.60

Corresponding Author: Elena Tschenikova

Selection and peer-review under responsibility of the Organizing Committee of the conference

eISSN: 2357-1330

tree); "I'amos" oenv ¢ Camape (https://riverforum.net, 31.08.2012) — I'amog «— ['ama (the name of the
cruise company); Tenepb HYH#CHO HEMHONMCKO NOOPAGHAMb KOANAYbU Kpas U Modcem Obimb, npu
Heobxooumocmu cmepems kucoswt yxu (http://mauforum.ru, 10.12.2009) — from the recommendation for
working with a photo editor. While in some contexts including such units, a slight element of
personification is noticeable, it is rather absent in some others: Mamu3zosa nodeecka, smo umo-mo... A
Ko20a ewé c ympeya 6 MOpO3 He Npospemvle AMMOPMU3AMOPLI, HY MO 6000we nuneyym
(http://matizclub.net, 11.02.2015) — Mamuzosa «— Mamusz (Matiz) (model name of a Daewoo car).
Certainly, the use of such units mainly within comic contexts does not allow for their establishment in the
language system as standard means of communication; however, since they have been reproduced in
speech on a regular basis in the course of the recent years, regular monitoring of usage trends is required
for this type of units.

The anomalous form of a number of new derivatives creates some difficulties in terms of
determining to what part of speech they belong.

First of all, let us note the communicative acronyms that are typical of computer-mediated
discourse. As a variety of abbreviation, these units formally belong to nouns; however, they have a
pronounced modal and/or process-related semantics, implementing an atypical role for nouns in a
sentence: Tax u 6vi10 3ad0ymano, kan (https://riverforum.net, 20.06.2018) — kan «— kax s nonumaro ‘as |
see it’; Oxckas npucmans, EMHHII, 3umosana ¢ Tpyoeoice (https://www.infoflotforum.ru, 28.04.2013) —
EMHUII — ecnu mue ne usmensem namamse ‘if my memory doesn't fail me’; smo xakas-mo owubka na
catme azenma, kmk (https://riverforum.net, 15.09.2018) — kmux «— xax mue kaxcemcs ‘it seems to me*.

Some questions also arise in relation to composites created by pure addition without the
participation of connective principal members and at the same time incorporating components that stem
from different parts of speech (numerals and adjectives, numerals and nouns, etc.): Ha nepesiii-
nepezonnwtii petic benunckozo? (https://riverforum.net, 14.04.2015); Jlyuwe e 3aesdcamv 6oobwe 6
Lgemwi, VK nnoxas, JKKX oopoeas, scumenu 31sle-Hazivle-HENOHAMHO KeM U30A108aHHble, MA2A3UHDbI
uouomckue (http://www.nn.ru/community/house/cvety, 13.10.2016) — this example also reflects the
problem of separating a word from a word combination, which, in any case, lies outside our research
focus; Haoerocw, Hukmo ne oymaem, 4mo 3a6004uK — Mo SACHOSUOSWUL UTU 80IULEOHUK, COCOOHDBLIL 1O
MAaHOBeHUI0 B0NUIEOHOT NANOYKU HA CYMKU-080€-Mmpoe-HeOenlo coenams U3 CMepmenvHo 60nbHO20
KomeHKa su3yanvro 300posoco? (http://mauforum.ru, 09.11.2015).

Similar problems may arise in the analysis of composite combinations; however, the presumed
part-of-speech identity of a new derivative does not always coincide with that of the words from which
they were produced: A gom ecnu 6a3xu cobak, xomopwvix "xouem nunn", Oenvix, 02POMHBIX, MUXUX,
Kaxkuxyxycnonyuamcesa, smo caogpepma (http://cao.borda.ru, 16.06.2015). Thus, in the example above we
would rather refer the new derivative xaxuxyocnonyuames, which was produced from pronouns, particles

and verbs, to the group of adjectives.

7. Conclusion

In recent years, the language of Runet, the Russian sector of the Internet, has definitely become a

significant object of linguistic research. As one of the systems that are (relatively) little regulated by the
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literary norm, it extensively reflects various linguistic anomalies, including the syncretism of
morphological and word-formation tools, the controversial combination of grammatical and
lexical/verberal semantics within a single language unit, fuzzy boundaries between an occasional word
and a word-combination, etc. The presence of such anomalies, on the one hand, complicates the linguistic
research process and, in particular, by posing significant problems in the classification of new derivatives.

On the other hand, such anomalies help to reveal the trends in the development of the language system.
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