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Abstract

The article discusses the toponymy of Dagestan as a toponymic space, a toponymic system and a toponymic
picture of the world. The research touches upon the main aspects of the study of Dagestan toponymy:
linguo-geographical, linguo-cognitive, ethno-linguistic, etc. The work describes such concepts as
toponymic personality, toponymic context. The toponymy of Dagestan is considered as a part of the general
toponymic system of Russia, as its regional fragment, which has its own specificity, determined by
geographic location, history of settlement and ethnographic state of the region. The principles of the
nomination of toponymic objects of Dagestan, the peculiarities of the language representation of toponymic
concepts are presented, the main cognitive models of the content of the toponymic concept “surrounding
space” are revealed in the minds of the residents of Dagestan, which ensures preservation and continuity
from generation to generation. The study analyzes the toponymic material of the Avar, Andean, Begtin,
Dargha and Lezghin languages belonging to the Avar-Ando-Tsez, Laksk-Darginsk and Lezgin groups of
the Dagestan languages. Practical linguistic material is presented by the toponyms and micro-toponyms
collected by the authors in several districts of the Republic of Dagestan. The present stage of development
of world science is characterized by the most intensive development of its areas and sections that occupy a
border position i.e. combine the elements and methodology of several scientific areas at the junction of
which they emerged. Such interdisciplinary area is toponymy, which was formed at the junction of
geography, linguistics and history.
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1. Introduction

The toponymic space of Dagestan is reasoned by its geographical location, already reflected in the
name of the region - Dagestan - “Country of Mountains”. By toponymic space, the authors mean the totality
of toponyms on the territory of a certain region, used in a given language of a given people to name real,
hypothetical and “fantastic” objects, or “the part of reality marked by proper names” (Shmelev, 2013, p.
76). Under the toponymic system, the authors consider “a set of toponyms of a certain territory bounded
historically and geographically, in which their interconnection and interdependence and the general
processes of their origin and word formation are manifested” (Vorobyova, 1983, p. 7), which is “a part of
the naturally formed language systems with a long history with all the tendencies embedded in it”
(Matveyev, 2006, p. 160).

2. Problem Statement

The toponymy of Dagestan is considered both as a certain toponymic space, and as a peculiar
toposystem, and as a special toponymic picture of the world - “this is a toponymic system in its mental
being” (Golev & Dmitrieva, 2008, p. 10). In the toponymic system of Dagestan, there are certain local
systems of nominations that are regional in nature: oronyms, hydronyms and oikonyms. Continuing the
study of the theory of the toponymic system, the authors develop the idea of the toponymic system at a new
linguistic and methodological level. The scientific novelty of the research is reasoned by the combination
of the presentation of mental and ontological being of toponymic system, the analysis of its functional

properties and the systemic description of the onomastic vocabulary of a certain region.

3. Research Questions

The subject of research is the linguistic features of the toponyms of Dagestan in the areas inhabited
by Avars, Andians, Bezhtins, Dargins and Lezgins. Regional toponyms in various research works are
studied mainly from the point of view of the traditional approach, i.e. in the system of linguistic disciplines.
The authors consider the subject of research from the point of view of the history of a toponym, its
etymology, distribution area, lexico-semantic classification and structural and derivational characteristics -
any proper name (toponym) - “is an onomastic sign reflecting the knowledge complex about proper name
(linguistic and encyclopedic knowledge) and serving for the organization of onomastic knowledge in
human mind” (Shcherbak, 2008, p. 15). The linguistic representation of onomastic knowledge is carried
out using onomastic categories and is called “onomastic representation”, which means “transfer of

onomastic knowledge in the form of concepts and language units” (Shcherbak, 2008, p. 22).

4. Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study is to analyze, describe and prepare the material for the vocabulary
representation of the toponymic system of Dagestan, presented on the example of the Avar, Andean, Begta,
Dargin and Lezgin languages. In addition, the examples from toponymic legends presented in the study are

an attempt to explain why a particular name appeared in a given expression (in research case, in proverbs
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and sayings). Folklore toponymy can be based both on the true principle of nomination, and on the folk
etymological reading of a name - the very mechanism of its generation is important, which becomes a fact
of the cultural connotation of a toponym as a folklore code of popular culture.
The main purpose of the simultaneous study of toponyms of a given region is to determine the

organization of different toponyms of the same territory and to establish a toponymic system.

5. Research Methods

During the study of research topic, the main is the descriptive method apart from general scientific
research methods. The geographical method of toponymic research is based on the use of popular
geographical terms.

The cartographic method is used to establish patterns of placement of toponymic phenomena, the
dynamics of their development over time, spatial connections and dependencies, both between individual
toponymic facts and between them and various social and natural realities reflected on maps. The full
description and analysis of toponymic facts cannot be carried out without the use of historical research
methods. Toponyms reflect the attitude of a person to nature, which has developed over a long historical
period. However, the main methods of this research are linguistic ones: etymological, formant and word-

formation method and semantic analysis of toponyms (Tagirov & Khalilov, 2018).

6. Findings

The traditional structural approach focused primarily on the identification of relations within the
topological system, while the cognitive approach addresses the linguistic consciousness of native speakers,
the toponymic picture of the world, which has a territorial character and regional characteristics, which are
considered as regional mentality, i.e. biologically, historically and socially conditioned system of
stereotypes functioning in Dagestan. The language representation of toponymic concepts in the Dagestan
languages is carried out due to a large set of language means (Otsomieva-Tagirov, 2007). First of all, with
the help of a capital letter, which is the distinguishing code mark for a proper name and common noun, or
appellate:

Avar. Jlvapdxws, com. awvap «rivers, Tlanyzl, com. mlaré «high plainy;

Lezg. Tlyrap «Mountain», com. mlyz «Peak», Klyumlap « Bald mountain» ot xlynml «bald peak».

In the toponymic system of Dagestan, there are semantic relations characteristic of other
toposystems, but having their own lexical specificity:

1) lexico-semantic models (for example, reflecting flora and fauna):

Avar. Maxupoxw «birch foresty, bucuxlxlar «Mountain goat breaky, INanxlucomoz «Hare hollow »
(Tlantari village, Gumbetovsky region.);

cham. Mycenl keen «BUll peny, Amaxynl 6exvynl « Donkey back » (Gakvari village, Tsumadinsky
region);

lezg. Yyman 6axua «Kizil gardeny», Hywklpe Gynax « Sparrow spring », Ilepaenzoun uapx « Tiger
rock ».

2) Countable-numeric series:
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avar. Kluxlxlar «Two Gorges» (Almakh village, Kazbekovsky region), Jlvazanuluxvax!l « Three

stones » (Mogokh, Gergebilsky region);

cham. Duluda unyyul 6axean «Between two springs» (Gakvari village, Tsumadinsky region);

lezg. Kvse pexvun apaoa asaii nuxlep «Arable land between two roads» (Ashaga village, Hivskiy

region).

Antonymic pairs of compound toponyms are presented:

1) in spatial-quantitative oppositions: avar. JKanu6 Xvopunzo «Inner Chorinzoy» — Tlao Xvopunzo

«Upper Chorinzo» (Almakh village, Kazbekovsky region);

cham. bexxunab evaclcla «Long lowlands» — Bawaxly6 cvaclcla « Short lowlands », Baxbu evati «

middle part of village » — Fexxu evaii « final part of village » (Gakvari village, Tsumadinsky region);

2) time oppositions within the system:

avar. Bacpusin xa63an «Old grave yard» — [lusn xab3an « New grave yard » (Gortkolo village,

Khunzakh region); bacpus6 keoxwan nyx « The road through the Old Bridge » — I{lusn6 kboxvan nyx

« The road through the New Bridge ».

lezg. Xapanlasp «Old settlement» (Alkadar), {lutiu xysp «New settlement (Kasumkent village, S-

Stalsky region).

A special aspect of the study of the Dagestan toponymic system is its functioning in oral and written
speech. Toponymic picture of the world of Dagestan finds expression in the so-called “cultural semantics”
of toponyms - in motivation: in various connotations and verification of names, in local folklore, i.e.
“mental education, the content of which is experienced knowledge of a toponymic reality relevant to a
specific linguocultural community” (Bykanova, 2001, p. 48). The language representation of toponymic
concepts in the Dagestan languages is carried out due to the motivational meaning of the toponym, which:

1) Reflects cultural realities or situations:

avar. Apas oyn I'vonoxwe, 6axapab 2ladarve, 2ladarnvapas oyn «1 went to Golotl, hit in the head, |
lost my mindy»; bacvana — I'vonokwe, scutico — [{lonoxwve « Pretext - in Golotl, she is in Zolotl »;

lezg. bazoaooa nam kbee wuebu s 1azvating, kuauzatimla kvee wucvu xoana «They said in Baghdad
a donkey costs two pennies, it turned out that only to look at a donkey costs two penniesy; Hexup Xybpysveoa
Xeeuuna, 2baxsv xXvybaybopus 2ana « The herd was kept in Khryug, and the tribute was paid to the men of
honory.

2) Contains the cultural version of any properties of the object itself, attributed to it:

avar. Anasan pazlanoa buyapad, Hyue 2oxluxv 6amapab «What was told on the Alazan River was
found at Itzig Hill»;

lezg. Hlan6ysoazvoa dscus xvatiuara, Myvuixkybpoa xveoic siceda «If there is snow on Shalbuzdag,
Mushkur will have moisture», Axyeeva myvxlyspati manusp Yenenu uxlana « Songs written in Akhtakh
are also known in Jabay, Kleanun xabap eveeuluoasaii, xyspyvn xabap denudasaii «About the news in the
house - from the baby, and about the news in the village - from the fool».

From the examples it is clear that among these nominations there is a vocabulary of local speech,

creating a dialectal color.
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The connotative level of toponymic semantics has a special ethnocultural value: Faxlapuu ylaxvas
— Ylonooxwva Xlascuss, ylap — Xlasxcumypaoue «Khazhiyav from Chondotlya is a good hero, glory is for
Hadji Muraty; Apna-uaii 6axynenvyn Myxlymaelanu 2laoun «How Muhumaali, when swam Arpa-chay».

Hydrothematics, outstanding events and the names of the heroes of this period form a special layer
of the toponymic system - folklore toponymy, or folklore re-motivation of the toponym, the so-called
toponymic legends. The concept of a person as a form of mental being of the toponymic system, which
implements concepts, the conceptual framework of which is associated with the events of the Caucasian
War under the leadership of Imam Shamil. Understanding the toponymic system as a toponymic picture of
the world leads to the emergence of such a concept as a toponymic personality, orienting itself in geographic
space with the help of reference signs that show their perception, understanding and interpretation from the
position of the addressee, certain toponymic associations included in the consciousness of the toponymic
personality in so-called toponymic context (Golev & Dmitrieva, 2008).

Oriented to the system of language, onomastic concepts are represented at the following levels:
formal (grammatical and word-formation) and semantic.

1. Formal onimization occurs when:

1.1. Through the word-forming toponymic suffix - locative affixes: avar. I'oxlod naxwvd xypszan «Arable
land behind the hill» (Tselmes), Haxvrvapamla kvo « Bridge on the back river » (Gortkolo village,
Khunzakhsky region);
cham. Xsabxe muclclsabe «Swamps at the mill», (Gakvari village, Tsumadinsky region);
bezht. 3uoawv «on the Zida mountainy, Ouxwvrea « on the shady side », Buxvxwvawvod « on the
Southernside
lezg. Xyvpyoxw canaii nuxlep «Tillage outside the villagey, I'vyeveanouxs 2anati uxa « Place beyond
Gugan » (Tsmur village, S-Stalsky region).

1.2. By number: avar. Tluna6 evapelu6 «In a small plain» (Kolo) — in singular, INucun ceepanatu
«Small twists» (Zaib village, Khunzakhsky region) — in plural;

Lezg. I'veeulu mlyn «Small hollow» (Ashaga-Zinit village, Kurakhsky region) — in singular, Bunu
kvasmasp «Top dugouts» (Stal village, S-Stalsky region) — in plural.

1.3. Syntactically:

1.3.1. By one lexeme: I'vandpou «Anardi», Xloxlooa «Khokhoda» (Amushi village, Khunzakhsky
region);
cham. Ylame «Hornsy», Cumen «Situ» (Gakvari village, Tsumadinsky region);
bezht. Favravkyveaw «Balakuro» (mountaion), Anaws «Apa», Xunoo «Khinody;
lazg. @usap (Fiy), Yenep (Dzhaba), Muckucxap (Miskindzha village, Dokuzparinsky region).
1.3.2. Through the phraseological unit: avar. Keodyxs» 6axl «By the bridge», Klyousn6 rvapaxs 0obe xvo
« Bridge over a large river »;
cham. I'ezyul suuan «Pass at Goguchy» (Gakvari village, Tsumadinsky region);
bezht. Xouira rvuxva «Ram springy;
lezg. Xapoasp uyvxyvoaii 6ynax «Spring in which the rice stock is washed».

2. Semantic onimization is represented as:
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1.1 Simple (direct value of appeal). The round shape is reflected in the following nominations:

Typeunmezlep «Round mountain» (Khindakh), I'vpeuna xyp « Round, oval arable land » (Khunzakh

village, Khunzakhsky region);

lezg. Onxweeii sexvep «Round hay» (Yukhari), Oaxweeil xourep « Round peaks» (Khurakh),

Oxweeit klynm| « Round peaksy (Zizik village, S-Stalsky region.).

1.2. Metaphoric: Paowcuxo «Pestle», Xoaz «Pan» (Amushi village, Khunzakhsky region);
1.3. Metonymic: Meceoun xlop «Golden lake»; Meceounr 2oxl «Golden hilly,

lezg. Kvusunap xxamoaii nen «Gold-bearing slope» (Pitikent village, S-Stalsky region).

The important property of toponymic concepts is the formation on their basis of the toponymic
category - “the union of proper names on the basis of a common concept (name concept)” (Shcherbak,
2008). Toponymic concepts that form the regional toponymic conceptual sphere are represented by dialect
features of linguistic units (Rubleva, 2013).

The Dagestan languages (and dialects) contain a multitude of popular geographic terms that often
become the basis for toponomination, which are included in the toponymic system of the region. Selectivity
depends on the dialectical connections between language units.

It is believed that the more abstract the idea of reality (avar. asar «quarter », 21lypo «meadow», xyp
«arable landy», nyx «road», ax «gardeny, poxs «foresty; nesr. kvazma «village», eexs «pasture landy, mene
«hilly, eayl «river», cepevsm «headlandy, oepe «valleyy), the higher its naming ability: avar. I'vopxsasan
«Lower quartery, Tlaccaasan «Upper quarter» (Almakh village, Kazbekovsky region), Klyosnoxwooa « In
a big cave » (Amushi village, Khunzakhsky region).

cham. Bera «Gully», Clcleosbe «Hills», (Gakvari village, Tsumadinsky region);

lezg. I'vore nama asaii sup «Lake on the sunny side» (Gelchen village, Kurakhsky region).

The main cognitive models of the content of the toponymic concept “surrounding space” in the
minds of Dagestanis are as follows (by degree of frequency):

1) «a person» — the name or surname of the owner, first settler or member of his family: avar.
Xlanzamun mana «Khanzat meadowy, Upoacounun mana «lbragin meadows (Burtunai, Kazbekovsky);

cham. Xlaowcun xea6 «Khazha milly, llynoaraccy6 mueva «Shundalav pature land» (Gakvari,
Tsumadinsky);

bezht. Abrun Mavevavmaonaw « by Alil Magomed», Upbazvumna ylaw « In the field of lbrahimy;

darg. Mupsana 6s2l «Mirza slope» (Sanchi, Kaytagsky); Baxlwyora x»s6 «Bakhmud pass»
(Kudagu, Dakhadaevsky);

lezg. Anusepououn sexvun uaxa «Aliverdi meadowy (Akhty, Akhtynsky), Baevaban sexoun «\Vagab
meadow» (Ashaga-stal, S-Stalsky).

2) «water», «landscapey, «reliefh: avar. beelep eox| «Sharp hilly, baxvoa rvap «River on the sunny
side» (Butsra, Khunzakhsky);

bezht. Tukwva ylaw «On the other side of the fieldy», Xuixysara rvuxva «On the spring of the Khiy
gorge», Xvoxwosa kysaxsa «At the dry gorge;

darg. Yanxxanna wepu «Salty pondy, Jlaxxkypoanna keaxs «Top of climbs» (Sanchi, Kaytagsky);

lezg. Kynyn s0 «Spring from rheumatism» (Orta-Stal S.-Stalsky), 4eva yop «Lower reservoir»
(Kurah, Kurakhsky).
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3) «Faunay, «flora»: avar. 3asueoxl «Hill of Thorn Grassy», Cozporws meelep « Cowberry Mountainy,
Bayluxlklan «Wolf gorge», I'aeyoan 2ox| «Cuckoo Hilly;

cham. Muulun muevalu «Buttercup Meadowsy, Baylevada «Wolf river », Teayul «At cuckooy,
Tvazwvynl 6acc «Rock partridge» (Gakvari, Tsumadinsky);

bezht. Anzanaxea «Over rowany, bepycena kvovulovoosii «At badger hole», Cunxwvus «At a beary;

darg. Yaana 6sx| «Strawberry slope», Yuumbana cvyrevu «Kizil grovey, Xvuxxsana csvyrevu «Nut
grovey, [[luyloyrxoxvania wepu «Leech pondy» (Sanchi, Kaytagsky);

lezg. Jlugpe 6yrax «Dove spring» (Kahtsugs), Xtyn tap aBait kek «Plum Tree Place» (Speak, S.-
Stalsky).

4) «geographical realities»: avar. baevapab noxvo «Through cavey, (Butsra), Canycsepu «Sand
twisty, (Amushi, Khunzakhsky);

cham. Casii nonvununl unye «Cold water spring», Cepanle muxwvabe «Sand roadsy, (Gakvari,
Tsumadinsky);

bezht. Berravac evuno «Road to Georgiay, Kauanau «Settlementy;

darg. IMveapevespmu «Stone slope» (Sanchi, Kaytagsky), Llypaa oy6ypa «Mountain bouldersy,
Tlapxwbap oy6ypa «Leaky Mountainy (Gubden, Karabudakhkentsky);

lezg. Yapxap «Mountainsy» (Tatarkent, Magaramkentsky).

5) «religious realitiesy»: avar. Illatixacyn xo6 «Sheikh gravey (Tsalkita, Khunzakhsky);

bezht. Illetixuna wysnavkoas «At the grave of the Sheikhy;

darg. Lleiix INsxlmaona nup «The shrine at the grave of Sheikh Ahmedy, Jyrxee nup « The shrineat
the slopey», Pupcu nup « The shrine at the grave of a girl» (Sanchi, Kaytagsky), Keapa Kvypewyyu nupmu
« Kala Kureish Shrines» (Urkarakh, Dakhadaevsky).

6) «oppositivity»: avar. I'vopxvaxyadn «Lower villagesy — Tldcaxyndn «Upper villagesy,
Tlaccaxvae «Upper pan» — Xovae «Pan» — I'voprsaxvae «LOWer pany;

cham. Ax6acc «Upper plate» — I'vukxe 6acc «Lower platey, Axevaoa «Upper rivery — INvukvevada
«Lower rivery, lNowa6 6ena «Big ravine» — Muxly6 6ena «Small ravine» (Gakvari, Tsumadinsky);

darg. Kype «Hollow» — Yuxwau Kype «Upper hollow» — Iyxwau Kype «Lower hollow» — Caeviu
Kype «Close hollowy (c. Canuu, Kaiitarckuii p.);

lezg. Bunu macvre «Upper magaly — FOxvean mazvie «Middle magaly — Aeva macvre «Lower
quarter».

7) «occupation, social characteristics of residentsy: avar. @eavoutepacyn kveaml «Nurse streety,
Kwvaouscyn ccan «Kadiy mezha» (Khunzakh), Baszdpeazynnyx «The road of merchants» (Amushi,
Khunzakhsky);

cham. Hanazvanu6 6exv «Tightrope walkery (Gakvari, Tsumadinsky).

bezht. I'uevouiia kysaxva «On the gorge of thievesy;

darg. Mamnana 6axl «Mullah slope», Ypuupyrkvauna xva6 «Horse trainer pass», (Aimaumahi,
Sergokalinsky).

In the structure of toponymic categories, cognitive models are distinguished. They reflect the the
ideas of inhabitants about the habitat, represented by the denotative attributes of an object: a variety of

reality phenomena (things, actions, relationships, properties, processes, etc.) For example, ideas about
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motive or stagnant water allow highlighting various characteristics of the concept “water” in the
corresponding toponyms:
avar. Mycyoysya uyy «Spring of girls», I'vopevouon uyy «Gurgling spring», Xlopmla xlop «Lake
on the lake», Tluno eveule6 xlop «Bottomless Lakey», Pooora6 xlop « Whey Lake» (Sivukh, Khunzakhsky);
cham. Murvunl uevpa «Sunny lake» (Gigatly), I'vaunl evaoaul «On village river» (Gakvari,
Tsumadinsky).
lezg. Kvapuo 6ynax «Spring of an old lady», Pyewsanr sup «Leech Pondy.
The study shows that the formation of the toponyms of Dagestan is based on the interaction of the

EEINNT3 ELINNTS CEINNTS

concepts “a person”, “flora”, “fauna”, “landscape”, “water”, “number” and others. The ideas of residents
about space and time are reflected in the following prevailing conceptual characteristics: primary /
secondary in the models “big / small”, “new / old”, “upper/ lower”, etc.

These cognitive models are nationwide and are typical of any region, although they have local

characteristics.

7. Conclusion

The prerequisites of the formation of regional toponyms lay the concepts that are represented in a
particular region. At the same time, toponymic concepts and their cognitive models in the form of personal
ideas about the surrounding world are fixed in the language through the meanings of specific onomastic
units. The analysis of the toponymic material of the Avar, Andean, Bezhta, Dargha and Lezghin languages
demonstrates regional features:

1) The destruction (due to renaming) of the old toponymic system, which is naturally developed,
and the formation of a new, artificial to some extent, and the restructuring of semantic relations within this
system.

These are secondary micro-toponyms: Xloxloda «Khokhoda» — I'woprxwa Xloxlooa «Lowe
Khokhoda » — Tlacca Xloxlooa «Upper Khokhoda» — Xloxloda xypsan «Arable lands in Khokhoda» —
JKanuxloxlooa ulaxlyrmlananvyn xypsan «Beet Fields in the Inner Khokhoday etc.

As it can be seen, the original toponym is Hloxloda, and the subsequent ones are formed by means
of this onym. They are weak, i.e. insignificant micro-toponyms in which the destruction of the structure is
possible, as happened in the toponymic name of Zhanikhlokhlod Chlaklultl Ananul hurzal «Beet Fields in
the Inner Khokhoda». When they stopped planting beets, only the older generation remember the micro-
toponym. Therefore, it is important to study the relations of linguistic forms with their cognitive
counterparts (toponymic concepts), which is associated with certain knowledge structures, models of
organization and processing of conceptual content in the language, which are called cognitive or conceptual
models in cognitive linguistics (Golomidova, 1998).

2) The rethinking of the internal form of toponyms in the consciousness of a toponymic personality;

3) Different functioning of the toponymic system depending on the situation of communication, age,

etc.

A linguistic-culturological study of local multicultural topospace, as well as macro-toponymy in

general is a promising scientific direction. The factual material involved in the field of research can be used
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in linguistic works related to the study of the kinship of Dagestan languages, as well as in lexicographical

practice in the creation of special toponymic dictionaries.
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