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Abstract 

The aim of this research was to develop instructional materials to teach descriptive text material in the 

form of bilingual pictorial dialogue for the 8th grade students of State Junior High School (SMPN) 6 

Mengkuang Kabupaten Bungo Jambi Province. The design of this research is research and development 

(R and D). This research was conducted by using 4-D models which consists of 3 steps, namely define 

step, design step, and develop step. The product was validated by three validators. Two validators are 

lecturers at English Education Program Faculty of Education and Teacher Training the State Islamic 

University Sulthan Thaha Saifuddin Jambi and the other validator was the English teacher of SMPN 6 

Mengkuang Bungo Regency. To get the data about the practicality of the product, the questionnaire was 

distributed to the English teacher and 34 students. Then the data of questionnaire was analysed. The 

validity score was (95%) which is categorized strongly valid. The results of questionnaire from the 

teacher showed that the practicality of the product was (95%) which is categorized strongly practical, 

while from the students the score was (87%) which is categorized practical. The module was categorized 

strongly valid and practical. It means that the module is easy to use, effective and efficient. The teacher 

and students can use this module as an instructional material in teaching and learning descriptive text. 
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1. Introduction 

Sadiman (2009) stated that learning process is essentially a process of communication, namely the 

process of delivering a message from the message source via a specific channel or media to the receiver 

of the message. In this case the teacher is as a messenger and student is the receiver of the message. In 

delivering the messages, the teacher often fails because of some challenges and obstacles which make the 

communication become ineffective. Therefore, Lufri (2010) stated, “the skill of a teacher is required in 

order to create an effective learning process to develop the potential of students. One of the skills which 

are needed by the teacher are the ability to develop and use instructional materials” (p. 73). 

Ahmadi (2011) explained that iinstructional materials are all kinds of materials that are used to 

help teachers as instructors in carrying out the teaching and learning activities in the classroom. The 

materials in question can be written material or unwritten material. Teachers need to have or use 

appropriate teaching materials which is in line with the curriculum, target characteristics, demands 

troubleshooting learn some vital lessons. 

The availability of various instructional materials help the students to get many benefits, such as 

the learning activities become more attractive and interesting, the students will get more opportunity to 

learn independently and the teacher-centred style in learning can be minimized. In line with learning 

independently and minimizing teacher-centred style, Prasojo et al. (2017) revealed in his research finding 

that the advantages of Social Network Services (SNS) use in writing courses. He stated that some 

advantages found through the focus group discussions are offering possibility of peer review, 

independence from time and location, perceived progress in vocabulary, and grammatical improvement. 

For language learning itself, some studies have found association between SNS use and improvement in 

new literacies and language skills in language class (Lee, 2011; Mills, 2011), and others have focused on 

nonstandard uses of language in online interactions (Lee, 2011). Stevenson and Liu (2010), Mills (2011), 

and Lee (2011) reported that users of SNS in language learning achieve the following advantages: 1) 

perceived progress in vocabulary or vocabulary acquisition, 2) increase confidence in using the target 

language, 3) fostered an interactive community for communication, interaction, and discussions, 4) L2 

learners’ participation on SNS appeared to have a positive impact on their oral proficiency, and 5) 

syntactical complexity or grammatical improvement. For all finding showed that the advantages of using 

SNS contributed to vocabulary building and grammar improvement. Furthermore, students will also be 

easy to learn the competence to be mastered in learning writing. 

Nwike (2013) in his research revealed that those students who are taught by using various 

instructional materials performed better than those who are not taught by using various kinds of 

instructional materials. This finding is in line with Olagunju’s study (2000) found out that there was a 

remarkable difference in the achievement scores between the students who are taught by using various 

instructional materials and those who are not exposed to the various kinds of instructional materials. 

Therefore, a general consensus that instructional materials enhance teaching & learning, and it leads to 

better students’ achievement. (as cited in Nwike, 2013). 

Considering the importance of teaching materials explained above, the researcher is interested in 

ddeveloping iinstructional material to teach ddescriptive text. Since the students still have many 

difficulties in identifying the main idea of the text, the students are also difficult to construct the sentences 
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properly they tend to ignore the text organization such as the generic structure. Most of students still do 

not understand the generic structure of descriptive text well because the materials provided by the teacher 

are not suit the students need. Therefore, the students become demotivated in learning the text. It is 

indicated by (70%) the results of the students’ test were still confused about the generic structure of 

descriptive text. Based on the phenomenon above, the researcher assumed that it is important to develop 

an interesting material to teach Descriptive Text. In order to match the materials with the students’ need, 

the researcher has distributed questionnaire to the student to analyse the student’s need. From the results 

of the questionnaire, the researcher obtained that 85% of students agreed that the instructional materials 

will be presented in the form of modules that is nuanced on bilingual pictorial dialogue. 

 

2. Problem Statement 

This research used 4-D model which consists of three main steps namely Define Step (Preliminary    

Analysis, Curriculum Analysis, and Media Analysis), Design Step and Develop Step (The Validity and 

Practicality of the Product).After developing the product, the researcher tried out the product to the 

students in order to get the data about the effectiveness of the product.  

 

3. Research Questions 

In developing the instructional module that is nuanced on bilingual pictorial dialogue to teach 

descriptive text for the 8th grade students of SMPN 6 Mengkuang Kabupaten Bungo Jambi Province, It 

designed for students to learn independently (self-instruction). The first step of developing the module is 

creating or drawing the character of the dialogue then the character will be edited by using Photoshop. 

The next step is collecting the pictures that are relevant to the descriptive text. This module arranged base 

on the School-based Curriculum (SBC), in Indonesia we call Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan 

(KTSP) curriculum. 

 

4. Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this research is to develop the instructional module that is nuanced on bilingual 

pictorial dialogue to teach descriptive text for the 8th grade students of SMPN 6 Mengkuang Kabupaten 

Bungo. In addition, the results of this research are expected to give contribution to the teachers, students, 

and further for other researcher. For the teacher, as an alternative instructional materials to help students 

understand the subject matter. For the students, as a learning resource that help to make easier to 

understand the material, especially descriptive text. Then for the other researchers, as a reference source 

and the example of developing module and others advanced research. 

 

5. Research Methods 

This research used Research and Development (R&D) method since the objective of the research 

was to develop an instructional material. The subject of the research was the eighth grade students of 

SMPN 6 Mengkuang Bungo Regency that with the total number of the students were thirty four (34). In 

collecting the data the researcher used Questionnaire. After distributing the Questionnaire, the researcher 

analysed the results to see whether the product needs to be revised or not.    
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6. Findings 

6.1. Define Step Preliminary Analysis 

The researcher gave the questionnaire to 20 students as the representative of the 8th grade SMPN 6 

Mengkuang. The questionnaire was used to know the problems of the students in using the module used 

by the teacher. The questionnaire was also used to know the students’ needs in the development of 

instructional materials. The results of questionnaire showed that (65%) of students stated that the existing 

instructional materials are not interesting. Therefore, the instructional materials in the form of modules 

need to be developed to fulfil the students’ need and interest and found. Moreover, the researcher found 

that (85%) of the students were interested. 

 

6.1.1. Curriculum Analysis 

Curriculum analysis cannot be eliminated in designing and developing the modules in order to 

match the contents of the module with the curriculum. After analysing the curriculum, the contents fo the 

module were then developed based on Standard of Competence (SK) and Basic of Competence (KD). 

SMPN 6 Limbur Lubuk Mengkuang uses SBC (KTSP) curriculum.  

 

6.1.2. Students’ Analysis 

The data was obtained by interviewing the English teacher. The results showed that most of 

students at 8th grade have different ability in understanding the material. Some of them were quick to 

understand and some of them were slow. Several students still had difficulties to understand the material. 

Therefore, one of the alternative ways to solve the problem is by developing more interesting 

instructional materials for the students. An interesting module will increase the motivation of the students 

to learn. 

 

6.1.3. Media Analysis 

From the result of interviewed and observation, the researcher found that the teacher rarely used module 

in the learning process because the teacher had not developed the instructional materials in the form of 

interesting module. Therefore, the researchers were interested in developing a module that nuanced on 

bilingual pictorial dialogue. 

 

6.2. Design Step Preparing the Components of the Module 

The design of the module was begun by searching the characters and pictures that are relevant to 

the material such as animals, things, person, places and emoticons. After selecting the pictures, then the 

researcher began to set up the pages by using Microsoft office publisher 2010. There were some points 

that the researcher did in this stage included an adjustment of layout, margin, font size, font type and 

space that used in designing the modules. The arrangement of layout was designed to make the readers 

interested in. The margin used was moderate type which the entire border was 1. 27 cm. The paper was 

A5 portrait with the size 14.8 cm x 21 cm. The font used was Comic Sans. This module was set up with 

1.5 cm line spacing. It was based on general requirements of formal writing.  
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6.2.1. Creating the Characters of Module 

In this step, the researcher created four characters for the dialog named Udin, Idun, Dita and Pak 

Haji. The characters were created by drawing the picture on a blank paper by using a pencil, and then the 

images were then scanned in order to insert the picture into computer. After that, the images were edited 

by using Photoshop application to give colour and make the character be attractive. Each of them has 

different characteristics. See the following pictures of the four characters (Figure01). 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

              

 

 

 Udin                                                      Idun                                   Dita                           Pak Haji 

Figure 01. Four Characters 

 

6.2.2. Designing the Cover of the Module 

The cover was designed by using Photoshop application. The first step is designing and dominated 

by the yellow background of the cover with a retro model. The researcher chose retro shape because it 

simple, classic but it still becomes a trend style in this modern era. The combination between the circles 

will attract the reader’s attention. The cover contains the title of the module, the general description of the 

module, the level of the student, and some pictures that are representing the content of the material. After 

edited the cover, then it was inserted into the Microsoft Publisher 2010 to print it out. 

 

6.2.3. Designing Preface of the Module  

Preface of this module contains an overview of the contents of the module, stories of the characters 

in the dialog, consideration of the use of two languages (bilingual), an explanation of the additional 

contents in the module such as a smart dictionary, tips, and other general knowledge and also 

thanksgiving of the researcher (Figure 02 and Figure 03). 
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Figure 02. Cover of Module 

 

 

                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 03. Preface of Module 

 

6.2.4. Designing Table of Contents of the Module 

The table of contents contains the important points in the module such as Preface, instruction to 

use of the model, SK KD, concept map, materials, exercises, evaluation, answer key, and bibliography. 

 

6.2.5. Designing the Concept Map of Descriptive Text 

Concept map is the important part of the module. Concept map serves as a main instruction about the 

materials in the module. Displaying a concept map at the beginning part of the module will help the 
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reader to be easy to understand the materials. The concept map was designed with different colour of each 

box. (Figure 04 and Figure 05). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 04. Table of Content 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 05. Concept map 
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6.2.6. Designing the Instruction to Use the Module 

The first component of the module is the instructions to use the module. It contains the instructions 

how to use the module and the steps to learn materials. The researcher made two instructions for using the 

module for the teacher and students. The instructions were written in the box that contains some 

statements to guide the teacher and students in using the module. 

 

6.2.7. Designing the Standard of Competence  and Basic of Competence Descriptive 

Standard of competence (SC), basic competence (BC), indicators, and learning objective for descriptive 

text were included in the module. They are used to know the purpose of the learning. Moreover, they are 

useful for the readers to know the achievements that must be obtained by the students (Figure 06 and 

Figure 07).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 06. The Instruction to Use the Module 
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Figure 07. The Standard of Competence. 

 

6.2.8. Designing the Introduction to the Characters of the Module 

The researcher created 4 different characters of the dialog in the module they are Udin, Idun, and 

Dita who are the students at Junior High School and Pak Haji which act as a native speaker who 

taught English in USA before he lived in Indonesia and became an Indonesian culinary. Pak Haji is 

the one who explains the material that is discussed by Udin, Idun and Dita. The main materials are 

the language features and generic structures of descriptive text. 

 

6.2.9.  Design the Story Line and Material 

In this step, the researcher wrote the storyline. The story is related to the materials that will be 

discussed in the module. Then, the materials were put in the dialog boxes in the module. The module was 

designed by using two languages Indonesia and English. The use of bilingual will make the students 

easier to comprehend the story. The pages on this module were designed with different colour of each 

background to make it interesting. The researcher displayed the materials in the form of dialogue. It aims 

at making the readers feel like reading a story book (Figure 08 and Figure 09). 
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Figure 08.  The Introduction to the Characters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 09. The Story Line and Material 
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6.2.10. esigning the Exercise of the Module 

Exercises were presented with a picture that will facilitate the students in reconstructing the 

instruction to write the descriptive text. The exercises consist of blanks that should be filled by the 

students as an outline for writing descriptive text. The instructions of the exercises were also provided to 

guide the students. The picture facilitates the students to get their ideas in writing descriptive text. 

 

6.2.11. Designing the Evaluation (Questions and Feedback) 

The questions in the module used to know the student’s skills and comprehension of the materials. 

The function of feedback is to know the students mastery of the materials in the module (Figure 10 and 

Figure 11). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10.The Exercise of the Module 
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Figure 11. The Evaluation 

6.2.12. Designing the Answer Key 

The answer key is used to help the teacher to check the students’ work. It will be more effective and 

efficient.   

 

6.2.13. Writing References 

References consist of the list of the sources of the materials included in the module (Figure 12 and Figure 

13). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 12. The Answer Key 
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Figure 13.  References 

 

6.3. Development Step Module Validation 

The module was validated by the lecturers of English Education Program Faculty of Education 

and Teacher Training UIN STS Jambi. The first validator was Dr. Faurina Anastasia, M.Hum and 

the second validator was Monalisa, S.Pd, M.Pd. the result of the validation is presented as follows 

Table 01: 

 

Table 01. Module Validation 

No. Evaluation Aspects 
Validator 

Quantity 
Validity’s 

Value (%) 
Criteria 

1 2 3 

1. Feasibility of Content 18 20 20 58 97 Strongly Valid 

2. Language 20 19 18 57 95 Strongly Valid 

3. Presentation 23 22 24 69 96 Strongly Valid 

4. Graphics 16 20 19 55 92 Strongly Valid 

 Total 380  

 Summary 95 Strongly Valid 

 

The results of questionnaire above show that the score of validity of the module is (95%) with the 

category strongly valid. It means that the module is valid in terms of content, language, presentation and 

the graphic. In the process of development, the module has been revised based on the suggestions and 

comments by validators.  

 

6.3.1. Module Practicality. 

Practicality test of instructional materials was conducted to 34 students of class VIII and 1 English 

teacher of SMPN 6 Limbur Lubuk Mengkuang. Practicality data were obtained by distributing a 
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questionnaire to the students and teacher and it showed that (97%) categorized strongly practical. In 

addition, the data gathered from the students can be seen that the practicalities score of the instructional 

material was (87%) which is categorized practical. From the results of questionnaire from the teacher and 

students, it was obtained that the average score were (95%) and (87%). This shows that the assessment of 

the modules developed was categorized practical. 

 

7. Conclusion 

Even though the results of the research shows that the module is effective, but still the module has 

both strengths and weaknesses. The strengths of this module that the module is attractive for the students 

because the module was designed by using bilingual pictorial dialogue nuanced. 

The use of two languages also facilitates the students to understand the material. For teachers, the use of 

this module in teaching will help the teacher explains the descriptive text effectively. Whereas, the 

weakness of the module is that the module only cover the materials for teaching descriptive text. 

Moreover, the module is only developed for writing skill. 
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