
 

 

 

POLITICS, ECONOMY, 

SECURITY ISSUES HIDDEN 

UNDER THE CARPET OF 

MEDITERRANEAN 

 

 

Edited by: 

                                    Muhittin Tolga Özsağlam 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:https://www.europeanpublisher.com/
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6028-3338


 ii 

 

Editor: 

 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Muhittin Tolga Özsağlam  

Department of International Relations,  

European University of Lefke,  

Lefke, North Cyprus 

       0000-0001-6028-3338 

       mozsaglam@eul.edu.tr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mozsaglam@eul.edu.tr
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6028-3338


 iii 

e-ISBN(PDF) 978-1-80296-998-6 

e-ISBN(EPUB) 978-1-80296-999-3 

 

British Library Cataloging in Publication Data  

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.  

 

 

© 2022 European Publisher Ltd., London/UK 

Cover image: OZBRDESIGN/ShutterStock 

Typesetting: European Publisher Ltd. 

 

This book is published by the registered company European Publisher Ltd. which is registered 

under the ISO London Limited.  

The registered company address is: 

293 Green Lanes, Palmers Green, London, 

United Kingdom, N13 4XS 

Reg. Number: 9219513 

 

For general information on our other products and services please contact us at: 

admissions@europeanpublisher.com 

 

 

https://www.europeanpublisher.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:admissions@europeanpublisher.com


 iv 

 

Dedication 
 
 

 

For justice, peace, and coexistence in the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 v 

Contents 

Contents………………………………………………………………………………………………...…v 

Contributors………………………………………………………………………………………...… viii 

List of Contributing Authors……………………………………………………………………….... ix 

Preface and Acknowledgments……………………………………………………………………… xi 

Chapter 1 

1. Reflections on the Sovereignty Dispute for Hydrocarbon Resources in the 

Mediterranean………………………………………………………………………………………….. 1 

1.1. Introduction ………………………………………………………………………………………... 2 

1.2. Sovereignty …………………………………………………………………………………………. 3 

1.3. Emergence of sovereignty allegations of the GCA under the shadow of the Cyprus 

problem……………………………………………………………………………………………........... 6 

1.4. Early signs of the acelerating crisis in the Eastern Mediterranean…………………………..… 8 

1.4.1. The Maritime agreements of GCA in the Mediterranean…………………………………….. 8 

1.4.2. Internationalisation of regional drilling…………………………………………………....… 11 

1.4.3. East Med as ''a new imagined project'' and challenge to Turkey and Russia……………… 13 

1.4.4. Reactions of Turkey and TRNC……………………………………………………………...… 16 

1.5. Arguments of Greece/GCA and Turkey/TRNC for a viable solution in the Eastern 

Mediterranean………………………………………………………………………………………….. 19 

1.5.1. Perspectives of Greek Cypriot leadership and Greece………………………………………. 19 

1.5.2. Perspectives of Turkey and TRNC………………………………………………………….…. 22 

1.5.3. Caspian Sea Delimitation Model as a Base for Eastern Mediterranean……………………. 24 

1.6. Conclusion…………………………………………………………………………………………. 25 

Chapter 2 

2. Current Maritime Delimitation Activities in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea: An Evaluation 

from International Maritime Law Perspective…………………………………………….………. 30 

2.1. Eastern Mediterranean maritime delimitation disputes and the Cyprus problem….……..… 31 

2.1.1. The Ongoing Cyprus problem under international law and its effects to the Eastern 

Mediterranean maritime delimitation challenges……………………………………….………...… 31 

2.1.2. Relations between Cyprus and the other parties to the Eastern Mediterranean maritime 

delimitation dispute……………………………………………………………………………………. 33 

2.2. The ‘Turkey-Libya memorandum of understanding’: A New challenge for the Mediterranean Sea 

delimitation disputes………………………………………………………………………………. 36 

2.2.1. Internal and external problems of Libya and theneed for anagreement with Turkey regarding 

the Eastern Mediterranean Sea dispute………………………………………………………………. 36 

2.2.2. Legal regime that is created by memorandum of understanding between Libya and Turkey and 

its consequences………………………………………………………………………………….... 37 

2.3. ‘Another’ long-lasting dispute in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea: The Case of Israel and 

Lebanon…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 39 

2.3.1. Lebanon and Israel Relations: Two Coastal Neighbours in the Mediterranean Sea……….. 39 

2.3.2. The Case of Israel and Lebanon: An Important Part of the Conflicts over Resources in the 

Eastern Mediterranean…………………………………………………………………………………. 41 

Chapter 3 

3. International Energy Strategy and Dependence on Foreign Energy in Turkey………..… 45 

3.1. Introduction…………………………………………………………………………………..…… 46 

3.2. Domestic Energy Supply and Demand and Import Dependency…………………………..…. 47 

3.2.1. Energy resources and Turkey’s energy demand……………………………………………… 48 

3.2.2. Importance of Renewable Energy Sources…………………………………………………… 52 



 vi 

3.3. Turkey’s Foreign Energy Resource Strategies…………………………………………….……. 53 

3.4. Conclusion…………………………………………………………………………….…………... 55 

Chapter 4 

4. Cyprus and Eastern Mediterranean in Greek Political Parties’ Discourse During the 

2010s………………………………………………………………………………………..…….….… 57 

4.1. Introduction………………………………………………………………………………….….… 58 

4.2. Rise of the Eastern Mediterranean disagreements in Greek Turkish bilateral agenda in the 

2010s………………………………………………………………………………………………….… 59 

4.3. Greek politics in the 2010s and ideological orientations…………………………………..…. 64 

4.4. Eastern Mediterranean and Cyprus in Public Discourses of Greek Political Parties in the 

2010s………………………………………………………………………………………………….… 68 

4.5. Conclusion…………………………………………………………………………………………. 74 

Chapter 5 

5. Syriza’s Populism: The Ethical Dimensions…………………………………………………… 80 

5.1. Introduction………………………………………………………………………….……..…...… 81 

5.2. A Glance on academic studies on populist politics………………………………………..….... 84 

5.3. The case of Syriza…………………………………………………………………………….…… 85 

5.4. Ethical dimension of Syriza’s populism in comparison with right-wing populisms……… …. 88 

5.5. Concluding remarks……………………………………………………………………………….. 90 

Chapter 6 

6. Greek Cypriot Nationalism of the 21st Century: How Did the Far-Right Rhetoric Affect 

it?.......................................................................................................................................... 92 

6.1. Introduction…………………………………………………………………….………………..… 93 

6.2. Nationalism and ethnic conflicts……….…………………………………………………..……. 94 

6.3. Foundations of Greek Cypriot Nationalism……………………………………………………… 96 

6.4 Political Environment in the Republic of Cyprus……………………………………………..… 100 

6.5 How has ELAM changed traditional nationalism?.............................................................. . 102 

6.6. Conclusion……………………………………………………………………………………...… 104 

Chapter 7 

7. The European Union and Democracy Promotion in the Middle East and North Africa 

Countries: Bridging the Gap Between Constructivism and Realism………………….………. 109 

7.1. Introduction………………………………………………………………………………………. 110  

7.2. Democracy promotion is a normative process……………………………………………….… 111  

7.2.1. The Euro- Mediterranean partnership approach policy in promoting democracy in the MENA 

countries…………………………………………………………………………………….… 113 

7.3. Challenges to the Euro-Mediterranean partnership in the promotion of democracy befor Arab 

uprising………………………………………………………………………………………………... 114 

7.3.1. The Priorities of European foreign policy towards the Arab countries……………………. 114 

7.3.2. The non-cooperation of the Arab countries……………………………………………….… 116 

7.4. The trajectory of the EU promoting democracy after the Arab uprisings…………………... 118 

7.5. Conclusion………………………………………………………………………………………... 121 

Chapter 8 

8. Refugee Crisis in Mediterranean…………………………………………………………….… 126 

8.1. Introduction……………………………………………………………………………………… 127 

8.2. Syrian Refugees and neighbouring countries: Challenges for Jordan, Turkey, Lebanon, and Egypt 

during times of mass influx…………………………………………………………………… 128 

8.2.1. Jordan and Syrian refugees………………………………………………………….……….. 128 

8.2.2. Turkey and Syrian refugees…………………………………………………………………… 129 

8.2.3. Lebanon and Syrian refugees……………………………………………………………….… 131 



 vii 

8.2.4. Egypt and Syrian refugees…………………………………………………………………..… 132 

8.3. Conclusion………………………………………………………………………………………..  137 

Chapter 9 

9. Female Labour Force Participation and Economic Growth in Turkey…………………… 140 

9.1. Introduction……………………………………………………………………………………...  141 

9.2. Literature review………………………………………………………………………………… 143 

9.3. Trends of per capita GDP in Turkey…………………………………………………………….. 144 

9.4.Trends of female labour force participation in Turkey………………………………………… 147 

9.5. Main determinants of FLFP in Turkey…………………………………..……………………… 149 

9.6. Conclusion and policy recommendations……………………………..……………………….. 151 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 viii 

 Contributors 

 

 
 
 

Editor: 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Muhittin Tolga Özsağlam,  

 
Muhittin Tolga Özsağlam was born in Nicosia-Cyprus, in April 1974. He studied at the 

Department of International Relations, Eastern Mediterranean University and graduated in 

1997. Özsağlam has continued his academic life and got an M.A degree from the Department 

of International Relations, Hacettepe University-Ankara. Afterward, Özsağlam perpetuated 

his academic studies at the department of Political Science and International Relations, 

Marmara University-İstanbul and got PhD degree in 2006 by specializing on Russia and 

Central Asia affairs. During his PhD research period, Özsağlam has learned the Russian 

language and made his research at the St. Petersburg State University, Russia.  

Özsağlam worked at the Department of International Relations, Near East University 

from 2003 until 2016. He also became a guest lecturer at the St. Petersburg State University 

for a while in spring 2010. He is focusing on Russia, Caucasus and Central Asia issues in his 

academic researches and also he is doing various studies regarding Mediterranean and 

Cyprus issues currently. 

Özsağlam continues his academic studies at the department of International 

Relations, European University of Lefke. Özsağlam is a columnist on international affairs as 

a columnist on a daily newspaper. 

He knows Turkish, English, and Russian languages. He also speaks Greek at a basic level. 
 

  

 

 



 ix 

List of Contributing Authors 

Chapter 1  

Prof. Dr. Ebru Oğurlu 

Department of International Relations,  

European University of Lefke,  

Lefke, North Cyprus 

        0000-0003-0538-5985 

        eogurlu@eul.edu.tr 

 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Muhittin Tolga Özsağlam  

Department of International Relations,  

European University of Lefke,  

Lefke, North Cyprus 

        0000-0001-6028-3338 

        mozsaglam@eul.edu.tr 

 
Chapter 2 Chapter 3 

Assist. Prof. Dr. Mustafa Erçakıca 

Faculty of Law, Public International Law 

Department, Cyprus International University,  

Nicosia, North Cyprus  

        0000-0003-0197-1207 

        mercakica@ciu.edu.tr 

 

Assist. Prof. Dr. Nuru Giritli 

Department of Economics,  

European University of Lefke, 

Lefke-Gemikonağı, Mersin 10/Turkey 

        0000-0003-2309-1702 

        ngiritli@eul.edu.tr 

 

Chapter 4 Chapter 5 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Zuhal Mert Uzuner 

Department of International Relations, 

Marmara University,  

Istanbul, Turkey 

        0000-0003-3387-2553 

        zmert@marmara.edu.tr 

 

Assist. Prof. Dr. Sinan Evcan 

Department of International Relations,  

Cyprus International University,  

Nicosia, North Cyprus 

        sevcan@ciu.edu.tr 

 

Chapter 6  

PhD. Candidate Burak Kurtcebe 

Department of Political Science and Public 

Administration, European University of Lefke, 

Lefke-Gemikonağı, North Cyprus  

        0000-0003-3204-1344 

        bkurtcebe@eul.edu.tr 

 

 

Chapter 7  

Assist. Prof. Dr. Mehmet Direkli 

Department of International Relations,  

Cyprus International University,  

Nicosia, North Cyprus     

        0000-0002-3173-7756 

        mdirekli@ciu.edu.tr 

 

PhD. Candidate Hoda Abdulhafizh Ashiekh 

Department of International Relations,  

Cyprus International University,  

Nicosia, North Cyprus 

        0000-0003-4699-0954 

        20167315@student.ciu.edu.tr 

 

 
 
 

mailto:eogurlu@eul.edu.tr
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0538-5985
mailto:mozsaglam@eul.edu.tr
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6028-3338
mailto:mercakica@ciu.edu.tr
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0197-1207
mailto:zmert@marmara.edu.tr
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3387-2553
mailto:sevcan@ciu.edu.tr
mailto:ngiritli@eul.edu.tr
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2309-1702
mailto:bkurtcebe@eul.edu.tr
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3204-1344
mailto:mdirekli@ciu.edu.tr
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3173-7756
mailto:20167315@student.ciu.edu.tr
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4699-0954


 x 

Chapter 8 Chapter 9 

PhD. Candidate Doğukan Akdeniz 

Department of International Relations, 

European University of Lefke, 

Lefke-Gemikonağı, North Cyprus  

        dogukan.akdeniz1@gmail.com 

 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Demet Beton Kalmaz 

Department of Economics, 

Cyprus International University,  

Nicosia, North Cyprus 

        0000-0002-4407-5720 

        dkalmaz@ciu.edu.tr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dogukan.akdeniz1@gmail.com
mailto:dkalmaz@ciu.edu.tr
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4407-5720


 xi 

Preface and Acknowledgments 

 
This book has taken almost nine months to write with contributions of eleven authors 

who are scholars or PhD candidates at the relevant universities. The idea of this book has 

been determined by making conversations with my colleague, Dr. Z. Bekir (Zafer 

Bekirogullari). Afterwards, I talked with my colleagues at our faculty, Economics and 

Administrative Sciences, European University of Lefke and we thought that it is required to 

write a multidisciplinary book regarding the politics, economics, and security of the 

Mediterranean as well. Therefore, we agreed on writing the book and to invite more authors 

to make contributions from different universities as well.  

The book consists of nine chapters, certainly, it is not possible to write and analyse all 

the facts regarding the Mediterranean region, however we tried to touch on significant 

processes in which emerged recently as much as we could do.  

The book is interested in international disputes which are combined with geopolitics, 

security, energy economy-strategy and refugee crisis too. On the other hand, the domestic 

politics of some regional countries have been analysed in this book by combining concepts 

of nationalism, populism, democratization, and gender equality.   

Eventually, we tried to draw a picture of the Mediterranean region which is related to 

politics, economy, and security issues. I hope this book will make a contribution to extract 

the hidden facts under the carpet of the Mediterranean. 

Sincerely, 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Muhittin Tolga Özsağlam 

 


	POLITICS, ECONOMY, SECURITY ISSUES HIDDEN UNDER THE CARPET OF MEDITERRANEAN
	Editor
	Dedication
	Contents
	Contributors
	List of Contributing Authors
	Preface and Acknowledgments


